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A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 


THE FILM HOLLYWOOD COULDN'T PRODUCE 


THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you 
into the center of a man’s great per- 
sonal struggle as he is torn between his 


DON’T SEE THIS MOTION 


allegiance to the Constitution of the 


United States and to an Ecclesiastical 


system. 


A A 16MM. SOUND PRODUCTION 
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PACKING 
FILM. SHOW 
THE HIDDEN 


POWER IN 
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PASTORS -- 


Are You Equipped for the 
Missionary Field at Your Door? 


HAVE A CHRIST'S MISSION 
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE SPEAK AT 
ONE OR A SERIES OF MEETINGS 


. Well Qualified on Subject of Romanism 
— Former monks and priests 
. Know God's Word — First-hand knowl- 
edge of Tradition Vs. Bible 
. Love for the Roman People — One of 
them until deliverance 
. Specialized Information — A devilish 
system 
The above and many other reasons 
make these men needed in your church 
for the enlightening of your people to 
give a vision, to reach them with the 
Gospel, and to tell of the threat that 
is presented to our American Free- 
doms by this system. 


ACT NOW AND ARRANGE FOR 
MEETINGS IN YOUR AREA 


Here is a current testimonial: “Rev. 
H. R. Farrell of your staff spoke for 
us at five different services giving us 
one of the greatest days of blessing 
in all the history of our church. Our 
attendance grew throughout the day, 
the evening audience being one of the 
largest we have ever had.” 


IN DRAMATIC COLOR. 
TIME: 50 MINUTES 
RENTAL: $17.50 


PICTURE UNLESS YOU CAN 
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applaud Mike Regan 
condemn his wife, Nikki 
denounce Father Francis 
weep with Mrs. Jacinto 
thank God for Senator Bryan 
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Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and the Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York with offices in 
the City of New York, the sum of 


BOX 925 SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 
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Other Christ’s Mission Films 


See and Hear Them 
at Your Church 


“THE 
ONE TRUE CHURCH" 


Are Rome's Claims True? 


16 MM 
30 Minute Colored Sound Film 


Free-Will Offering 


“MENACING 
SHADOWS" 
Boycott - Gambling - Ostracism 


16 MM 
30 Minute Black and White Sound 


$10.00 Rental 
Price Effective Nov. 15, 1957 © 
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Peculiar Degradation 


Mr. Ruskin, in his Stories of Venice, 
speaks of “the peculiar degradation 
of the Romanist superstition and of 
public morality in consequence, which 
brought about the Reformation”; and 
when writing of Venice in its de- 
cadence, he says, “The whole system 
of morality had been by this time 
undermined by the teaching of the 
Romish Church.” And the same de- 
teriorating effects of Roman Cath- 
olicism are seen in those fractions of 
countries, like certain cantons of Swit- 
zerland, certain provinces in Ireland, 
and certain towns in Canada, that are 
Roman Catholic. In regard to Swit- 
zerland, there is the remarkable 
testimony borne by Charles Dickens 
in a letter he wrote in 1845 to his 
friend and biographer, Mr. Foster. 

Mr. Dickens says: “In the Simplon, 
hard by here, where (at the bridge of 
St. Maurice over the Rhone) the 
Protestant canton ends and a Cath- 
olic canton begins, you might separate 
two perfectly distinct and different 
conditions of humanity by drawing 
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LOYAL SUBSCRIBER 


Please keep on sending me the CoNn- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine as I just 
love to read every page of it. I would 
miss the magazine very much if I 
could not get it any more. Please con- 
tinue to send it. 

Mrs. R.A., N. Dak. 


BURDEN FOR LATIN AMERICA 


I read your magazine, the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, from cover to cover. I was 
very much interested in the articles 
concerning the Protestant missions in 
Central America. We pray with you 
for the conversion of the Americas, 
both Central and South America. 


J.D.L., Calif. 
RELIGIOUS PROBLEM 


A few years ago I had a religious 
problem with my boy friend. Reading 
one issue of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine stimulated me to investigate 
the Roman Catholic religion closely be- 
fore considering a change from my 
present church to the Catholic Church. 
My faith still holds strong to the 
Lutheran religion. 

I now have a girl friend with a 
similar problem. No one—family, 
friends, or pastor—is able to talk with 
her, because she becomes very angry; 
she feels everyone is “against” her 
because she wants to leave her Luther- 
an church and become a member of 
the Roman Catholic Church for the 
sake of her friendship with her steady 
boy friend. I feel she needs help and 
have the faith that with some litera- 
ture to light the way she will see the 
path she is on. Could you send a copy 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
to her in a plain envelope? 

B.J.K., Wis. 


AN ATHEIST SPEAKS 


I think the Roman Church, which is 
power politics under the guise of re- 
ligion, is the worst menace that con- 
fronts the world. Although I am an 
atheist, here’s to the fullest measure 
of success in fighting “The One True 
Church.” 

C.A.B., Kansas 


BACK ISSUES REQUESTED 


My friend gave me a few back issues 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC to read, 
and I am anxious to get them into 
circulation. Would it be possible to 
purchase back issues? How long have 
you been publishing these magazines? 
They are so helpful to us, especially 
since two members of our family have 
married Catholics who left the church. 

Mrs. C.W.L., Ohio 
@ The CONVERTED CATHOLIC was first 
published in 1883. Next year will mark 
the seventy-fifth anniversary. 


CALL FOR HELP 


The other day I received a letter 
from a friend in which she asked me, 
“What could you suggest in the way 
of helps for an excommunicated Ca- 
tholic whose husband is a Presbyteri- 
an? She would like to join with him, I 
think, but there is so much she wonders 
about and does not understand.” 

As a regular subscriber to your fine 
magazine, the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, I 
should like to ask your assistance in 
this matter. She wants to help this 
Roman Catholic friend, and I know 
that you can suggest some materials 
for her to give to the Catholic woman. 


Rev. J.R.M., Miss. 


TRUE TO CONVICTIONS 


I can’t understand people who object 
to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
coming openly. I live in a predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic city, if not 
state. I haven’t any doubt but what 
my mail carrier is Roman Catholic, 
yet I have no objections to having 
my magazine delivered openly. Why 
shouldn’t I and all others be true to 
our convictions? Why hide like a 
coward? 

I bear no ill will to people who be- 
long to the Roman Catholic Church. 
That is their business, not mine. Then 
why should there be any objection to 
my status? My only objection is the 
political aim of the Vatican itself. For 
instance, why should I help pay for 
transportation for parochial school 
students when my own denominational 
private schools do not ask or expect 
free bus transportation? It is not com- 
pulsory for any denomination to run 
private schools, so why not take a 
firm stand in these matters, be true 
to our convictions, and refuse to run 
for cover lest a Roman Catholic know 
where we stand? My verdict is that if 
we are going to cringe and hide our 
true convictions, then we are not 
worthy to be called Protestants. 

A.W., Mass. 


WARM APPRECIATION 


I love your magazine more all they 
time. Best wishes to all of you in yo ; 


new home. = 
Mrs. S.R.O., Ohig® 


SHARING THE MAGAZINE 


I am receiving the CONVERTED 
THOLIC magazine from someone ag 
gift. I like the magazine and ha 
passed it to a neighbor to read. Yo 
are doing a wonderful work. J 

B.J., Min 
VALUES FREEDOM IN CHRIST 


I was converted from Roman ¢€ 
tholicism in this city and joined 
church where I serve as lay preache 
With God’s help I am determined 
hold: fast unto the end and stay fre 
from this spiritual bondage. Pleag 
pray for me, and I’ll be doing the sam 
for you and your very useful work ig” 
helping people to come to our i 
Jesus Christ and really serve Him ae. 
cording to His will. I received the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC and the books 
and plan to order more. 

W.P.G., Ohio 


CAN SOMEONE THANK GOD 
FOR YOU? 


I am sending a_ remittance for 
which please send me booklets entitled, 
A Catholic for President and the tract 
While America Sleeps. I can distribute 
all you can send. I thank God someone 
sent me your paper (CONVERTED Ca- 
THOLIC). 

Mrs. R.J., Wenatchee, Wash. 


REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 


We have been following the work of 
Christ’s Mission with a great deal of 
interest. Our source of information has 
been through your magazine Con- 

RTED CATHOLIC. Our church family 
have been remembering your work in 
prayer especially as we have met each 
week at the midweek prayer service. We 
had an excess of money left in our 
Missionary Fund and decided to send 
you a check to be used as you see fit. 
May the Lord continue to give you a 
very fruitful ministry for His glory. 

Rev. J.H.T., Pa. 


HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 


Finally I have completed the reading 
of the book you kindly sent to me re 
cently entitled The Pope Speaks, by 
Harry Borleis. I found this to be a 
most intriguing book. It is one of the 
most revealing studies of the incon 
sistencies of the Roman Catholic 
Church that I have ever read. Ev- 
dently the author has done a painstak 
ing job in research to have given such 
a complete and detailed study to # 
many phases of the Roman Catholic 
teachings and dogmas. I would heart 
ily recommend it to any Roman 
lic for reading. Again, thank yo 
kindly for the book. I found it most 
interesting. 

R.A.Y., Fla 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 











l 
) 
C 
, 
. 
u 













XUM 





Seventy-Fifth Anniversary 


EXT YEAR THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 
and Christ’s Mission will celebrate their 
seventy-fifth anniversary. 

The generation that witnessed their birth in 
1883 and the generation that will observe the pass- 
ing of their seventy-fifth milestone in 1958, while 
only a life-span apart, are as different as night 
from day and as far apart as the east is from the 
west. 


This is more than a figure of speech, for the 
decade that recorded the assassination of Garfield, 
read Mark Twain’s bestsellers, and raised the first 
skyscrapers, also witnessed the first electric light, 
strung telephone wires from New York to Boston, 
and saw the completion of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe. 
And.who can say how many men in their wildest 
dreams foresaw today’s lighted cities with their 
“daylight” bulbs abolishing night, or envisioned 
the space-defying rapidity of communication be- 
tween nation and nation or earth and sky, or 
conceived of today’s supersonic airspeeds and space 
missiles that have shrunk the globe to such un- 
believable proportions and reduced the oceans to 
mere intercontinental lakes? 

But while those seventy-five years witnessed un- 
foreseeable changes technically, scientifically, po- 
litically, and socially, it also recorded many devel- 
opments in the religious realm. From the days of 
Archbishop McClosky, the first Roman Catholic 
cardinal in America, and Cardinal Gibbons, his 
successor, to the middle of the twentieth century, 
When the Roman Church in America could boast 
four cardinals, almost two hundred bishops and 
archbishops, and over 45,000 priests, there have 
been marked changes in Roman Catholic statistics, 
attitudes, and accomplishments. 

No longer is the Roman Church composed of 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


“illiterate foreigners,” as her spokesmen have 
noted; today she is arrogant and imperious, a 
power more often feared than respected. Though 
basically opposed to the American way of life, she 
boasts of being a part of American life and of hav- 
ing a duty to perform in molding and directing 
American ideas and activities. 


OUR SOLEMN DUTY 


While these changes are in evidence all about 
us, while Protestantism, emasculated by com- 
placency and false theology, bends a polite knee 
to Rome, we of Christ’s Mission and the CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC magazine feel it our solemn duty to 
remain firm in the faith and determined in our 
aim to guard our sacred heritage of freedom and 
justice, light and truth. We acknowledge with 
Burke that “When ancient Opinions and Rules of 
Life are taken away, the loss cannot possibly be 
estimated. From that moment we have no compass 
to govern us; nor can we know distinctly to what 
port to steer.” 

But with the Word of God to guide us and the 
vision of our founding fathers to inspire us, we 
purpose to press forward under the banner we 
have chosen, realizing that our ministry carries 
with it both a duty and a responsibility. 

At a time when compromise is compass to the 
nations and expediency the lodestar, when a 
Diogenes’ lantern reveals how many have gone to 
feast at the enemy’s table, and the lifted torch of 
freedom quavers before the winds of internal and 
international strife, we thank God for His unfalter- 
ing Word, which is a lamp unto our feet and a 
light unto our path. 

Our position is clear and our duty outweighs 
any consequences. While we have endeavored to 
present the truth in charity, we cannot, out of 
charitable considerations, alter the truth, though 
to do so might appear expedient. 


THE FORWARD LOOK 


Fiat justitia, ruat caelum—let justice be done 
though the heavens fall. Our position requires us 
to look neither to the right hand nor to the left, 
but straight ahead. Hence every single act of duty 
is altogether an act of faith. It is performed with 
the assurance that God will take care of the con- 
sequences and will so order the course of events 
that in spite of appearances, His word shall not 
return unto Him void. 

Seventy-five years of existence have taught us 
invaluable lessons of faith and courage, and in 
the maturity of these years we have come to appre- 
ciate highly the power of wisdom, so that like 
Solomon of old we still pray, “Give therefore Thy 
servant an understanding heart.” 

As we invite our many friends to celebrate with 
us our seventy-fifth anniversary next year, we ask 
their prayers and assistance to make of this a 
fruitful and purposeful celebration. Details of the 
year’s events will be shared through the pages of 
the magazine. 


if Luther Came to Minneapolis 


“(AtHotacs SHOULD REJOICE over the proposed 
Lutheran institute . . . Catholics everywhere 
will pray for the success of this projected Lutheran 
institute. Their prayer will be that many 
Lutherans, aided by that light of faith—truly the 
root and principle of justification—may find their 
way home to Mother Church. We hail this impor- 
tant religious enterprise with enthusiasm and with 
respect for the integrity of the Lutheran leaders 
who have proposed it.” (America, Aug. 31, 1957) 
This enthusiastic reaction more or less charac- 
terized the Roman Catholic press reports follow- 
ing the recent assembly of the Lutheran World 
Federation in Minneapolis. 


By now it is no secret that the executive commit- 
tee of the Federation is considering the “practical 
possibility” of setting up a Confessional Research 
Institute for the study of Roman Catholic theology, 
the results of which would be examined a year 
from now. If the institute should succeed in its 
avowed purpose, and if, as Roman Catholic ob- 
servers envisage, Lutherans should “find their way 
home to Mother Church,” then historical Protes- 
tantism would suffer its greatest setback since 
the day that Martin Luther first nailed his theses 
to the door of a Wittenberg church in protest 
against the abuses of Roman Catholicism. 


However, we have too much respect for Luther- 
anism to believe that what took place, first in Ger- 
many and later in Minneapolis, represents the 
real spirit of the Lutheran as an individual. We 
cannot believe that the Lutheran body is ready to 
repudiate the principles and teachings for which 
the great Reformer fought. It would be absurd 
even to think that the Lutherans as such would 
betray the scriptural tenets and theological con- 
cepts that Luther defended at the risk of his own 
life. 


ASTONISHING RELATIONSHIP 


Nevertheless, we are justly alarmed at the re 
ports issuing from the Lutheran World Federation, — 
which is an international organization represent- 
ing fifty million Lutherans in fifty countries, with 
some notable exceptions, such as the Missouri 
Synod in the United States. The first rumblings of 
change have come from Germany, where a smal] 
but influential group of Protestant theologians and 
laymen known as “Die Sammlung” (The Gather. 
ing) meet with Roman Catholics to discugg 
problems of mutual concern. 

In a circular letter to German Lutherans, five 
Lutheran pastors and a layman, leaders of the 
group, made this startling pronouncement: 
“Protestantism is called upon by the Holy Spirit 
to establish a new, positive relationship with the 
Roman Catholic Church.” 

The “Catholic problem,” continues the letter, has 

come to the fore among Lutheran bishops, theo 
logians, and church officials “to an astonishing 
degree.” The letter asks for the “restoration of 
Catholic truths that were lost in the course of 
Church history” and deplores attitudes which lead 
to schisms rather than promoting the unity “of 
the one Catholic and Apostolic Church.” 


THE CLAIMS OF ROME 


. . . The Church cannot be considered as a 
spiritual and invisible body only, but must also 
be seen as a tangible, visible reality, as the unity of 
Christ and His Church represented in the sacra- 
ments, specifically in the Holy Eucharist, ad- 
ministered by an ordained priesthood.” 

“The Church and the mysteries, which we call 
sacraments, belong together,” says Die Sammlung, 
and the sacrament of ordination can only be ad- 
ministered by the Apostles and their rightful sue- 
cessors. “It is a Catholic truth that the Church of 
Christ on earth had, and should have, a unified 
government,” and Protestantism must acknowl- 
edge the claim of the Bishop of Rome as the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter, who is “the rock.” 

Contrary to the general teaching of Protestants, 
the letter adds, “it is an error to assume that an in- 
dividual can achieve salvation by himself without 
seeking the living communion with the Church.” 
The statement further supported the Roman Cath- 
olic position on Scripture:and Tradition, and the 
communion of the saints. (The Register, Aug. 18 
1957) 


“WE WANT RELATIONSHIP” 


These rumblings from Germany, which have 
followed a trend that has been noticeable there for 
some time, were echoed in Minneapolis, where the 
German National Committee proposed an institute 
to sponsor discussions of theological differences 
between Roman Catholics and Lutherans. “A 
thorough theological encounter with the Roma 
Catholic Church,” said Dr. Carl L. Lundquist 
executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federt 
tion, is needed today. He was supported in his 
statement by Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannovel 
Germany, president of the Federation. 
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' “Each generation of Protestants,” he declared, 
“must rethink the decision of the sixteenth 
century. We must be able to say why we today 
are not Roman Catholics. 

“We want the truth, even if it is unpleasant. 

“We want relationship with the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. We want to discuss not only the points 
at which we differ but the polemics of our faith. 

“The Roman Catholic Church, like the Lutheran 
Church, is moving with the times. It is not today 
the same church it was in Martin Luther’s day.” 

Bishop Lilje further expressed the hope that 
once the institute is established other Protestant 
groups, such as the World Council of Churches, 
would participate. The point of the “Ecumenical 
Movement,” he said, was that Christian churches 
should meet “‘and such meetings should include the 
Roman Catholic Church.” 

Later, the Rev. Dr. Vilmos Vajta of Geneva, 
Switzerland, told the Federation: “We have to 
realize that the theological offensive of the Roman 
Catholic Church has gained converts of leading 
theological and cultural personalities.” (The 
Register Aug. 25, 1957) 













































































‘“‘WE WANT SUBMISSION” 








Six, a dozen, or even a score of Lutheran leaders 
suffering from ‘“ecumenicity” certainly cannot 
speak for all of Lutheranism. We have enough 
regard for the Lutheran traditions and sufficient 
hope for Lutheran Christianity at the church 
level to surmise that such a blind betrayal on the 
part of Federation leaders will be repudiated by 
the rank and file of loyal Lutherans who fill the 
pews each week. 

It is not too much to hope that the road to Rome 
that is being eyed by a few theologians will prove 
rough and forbidding and that they will be forced 
to retrace their steps before it is too late. Certain- 
ly Rome knows what she wants of Lutherans: 
complete submission, and nothing less. This is 
clearly indicated in the Jesuit journal from which 
the introductory quotation is taken. 

According to the rejoicing writer of the article, 
Lutherans will have to face the fact that “Sacred 
Scripture is not the only source of divine revela- 
tion, but Sacred Tradition, that is, the teaching 
of the living Church, is equally an authentic source 
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of God’s revealed word.” 

The “theological encounter” between Lutherans 
and Roman Catholicism will also involve “a will- 
ingness to submit in doctrinal matters to the teach- 
ing authority of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
to do so out of a sincere conviction that the Papa- 
cy and episcopacy were instituted by Christ.” 
(America, Aug. 31, 1957) 

The writer has the candor to admit that “for 
most Lutherans such submission would at the 
present time be not only ‘unpleasant,’ but quite un- 
thinkable.” We hope so! 


THE DIFFERENCE 


For we maintain that there never can be an 
understanding between Lutherans in particular 
and Protestants in general and the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Romanism, with its authoritarian sys- 
tem and theological ramifications, is the very 
antithesis of Christianity. In a sense “it is not to- 
day the same church it was in Martin Luther’s 
day,” as Bishop Lilje wants to believe. It is worse. 

With all the accretions which it has added, layer 
on layer, in the course of four centuries, with all 
the erroneous doctrines and idolatrous practices 
accumulated in the intervening years, with the 
increased and recently intensified emphasis on the 
Virgin Mary in a redemptive role—how can one say 
the Roman Church is bettter? Different, yes—but 
more enlightened, more tolerant, more Christian, 
never. 

If Lutherans are to honor the fearless monk of 
the sixteenth century, they must do so by remain- 
ing faithful to his protest. A Lutheran with his 
face toward Rome, with rose-colored glasses in 
the presence of wrong, or with his head in the 
sand would never be recognized by the man who 
first intoned the words, 


For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and power are great; 

And armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal... 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us... 


—were he to come to Minneapolis today. 


Next year Christ's Mission is planning to achieve the fulfillment of a long-cherished dream—a 
national congress of former Roman Catholic priests and monks. In order to see this plan materialize, 
however, we will need to contact as many of these men as possible. 


This is where you can help. If you know of any former priest or monk, whatever his present status, 
we would be most appreciative if you would provide us with his complete name and address. All 








Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara 


The Archbishop Replies 


The Atlanta Journal of Monday, October 17, 
1955, featured an article with the following three- 
column head: “Bishop O’Hara Urges Effort to 
‘Educate Non-Catholics.” 

The article goes on to say: “Plans for concen- 
trated efforts were made known Sunday in a letter 
from Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Savannah-Atlanta, in a letter read 
to all masses in Georgia. 

“The plans will be formulated at the 9th regional 
conference of the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, an organization of Catholic clergymen and 
laymen. It meets in Savannah October 21 in con- 
junction with the annual convention of the Cath- 
olic laymen of Georgia.” 

The article continues, “The Bishop said one of 
the objectives of the meeting would be to bring 
home to non-Catholics a realization of the duty 
they have of giving fair-minded study to the beliefs 
of the Church which their forefathers in the past 
held so sacred and which they accepted with all 
their hearts.” 

The Bishop is quoted as saying that non-Cath- 
olics in the South are generally “well disposed and 
warm-hearted.” He even goes far enough to say, 
“They are so well disposed and have such a love 
for our Lord according to the Light that they have 
that we may say they belong to the soul of the 
Church even without knowing it.” 

The letter urged that Roman Catholics would 


frome ccc a F 


to the Rev. Dick Hall, Jr. 


seek to win non-Catholics to the Church and that 
they must “pray fervently and frequently, as the 
law of church charity commands, for their return 
to the faith of their fathers.” 

He is further quoted as saying, “We are all 
familiar with what is happening in the hearts of 
countless thousands of Americans who have be 
come Catholics but who previously knew little or 
nothing about the Catholic faith and who in some 
cases were so blinded by inborn prejudices that 
they hated the Church.” 

The article concludes with the following: “We 
know the expressions of heartfelt joy that have 
poured from grateful souls that came to know th 
(Roman) Catholic Church as it really is and not 
as it is often described by those who know it not.’ 

Mindful of an unusual opportunity to engage i 
a “fair-minded study” of the conflicting beliefs of 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, the Rev. Dick 
H. Hall, Jr., pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Decatur, Georgia, wrote a letter to the Arch 
bishop, which opened up a correspondence that 
covered over a year and a half in time and almost 
two millenniums in theology. 

The Christian courtesy displayed by both partie 
in discussing such subjects as the Bible and tratt- 
tion, faith and works, purgatory, infallibility, and 
religious liberty, is both noteworthy and commen- 
able. We trust our readers will find the corte 
spondence edifying and enlightening. 
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First Baptist Church 

: Decatur, Georgia 

* October 19, 1955 

Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara 
op of the Diocese of 

_ Savannah-Atlanta 

Savannah, Georgia 

Dear Bishop O’Hara: 

The Atlanta Journal of October 

i7th quotes a letter from you 

which was reported to have been 

read in the Catholic churches of 

your diocese on a recent Sunday. 

You are so right in calling for 
a “fair-minded study of the be- 
fiefs of the Church.” There are 
many of the beliefs of your 
guurch which we would like to 
understand better. So to begin 
this “fair-minded study,” will you 
please answer the following 
questions : 

1. Is one saved “by grace 
through faith . . . and not of 
works...” (Eph. 2:8) or does 
one’s salvation depend upon a 
satisfactory and continuing re- 
lationship with the Roman Cath- 
olic Church? If you hold to the 
latter belief will you give scrip- 
tural authority and explain. 

2. By what authority did the 
Roman Catholic Church abandon 
the practice of immersion as the 
scriptural mode of baptism, and 
why baptize others than those 
who can receive and believe the 
gospel for themselves? 

8. In the light of the warning 
in Revelation 22:19-20, which 
condemns anyone who adds to or 
takes away from divine revela- 
tion, will you please explain the 
scriptural sources of the follow- 
ing doctrines held by the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


(1) Purgatory. 

(2) Prayers for the dead. 

(3) Papal infallibility. 

(4) The Immaculate Concep- 
tion. 

(5) Prayers to Mary. 

(6) The assumption of Mary. 

(7) Bowing down to statues 
in worship. 

(8) Sale of indulgences. 
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You are quoted as saying, “We 
know the expression of heart- 
felt joy that has poured from 
grateful souls that came to know 
the Church as it really is and not 
a it is so often described by 
those who know it not.” 
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One wonders if the Roman 
Catholic Church, “‘as it really is,” 
would not be found most perfect- 
ly in those countries where that 
church is the predominant reli- 
gion. Certainly in Italy, the seat 
of this Church, one would expect 
to find the Roman Catholic 
Church “as it really is.” 

One wonders why, after so 
many centuries with the Roman 
Catholic Church predominant, 
Italy has been so very near to 
Communism in recent years. One 
wonders why the Church that 
claims to represent the Jesus 
who is all compassion should ask 
the aid of the State in suppres- 
sing religious freedom in coun- 
tries where the Roman Catholic 
Church’s influence is sufficient to 
accomplish this purpose. 

For instance, why is there a 
Government seal on the doors of 
the Second Baptist Church in 
Madrid, Spain, forbidding those 
who worship the same Christ as 
you do to enter their place of 
meeting? One must confess that 
there is very little “heart-felt 
joy” in reading reports of per- 
secution of Protestants such as 
have come from Colombia, Spain 
and Italy in recent years. 

All Christians should be eager 
to find truth. Baptists, for whom 
I trust I speak accurately, believe 
that a soul created in the image 
of God is competent, by that 
creation, to find the Will of God 
and to commune directly with 
God. We believe that where the 
spirit of the Lord is there is 
liberty; that no one should be 
coerced in matters of religion, or 
taxed for the support of a reli- 
gion in which he does not partici- 
pate or believe. We believe that 
Caesar’s is one realm and the 
Church’s realm is another; there- 
fore, we believe in absolute sepa- 
ration of Church and State. 

We are very happy, sir, that 
you have called for a “fair-mind- 
ed study of the beliefs of the 
(Roman) Catholic Church.” We, 
therefore, assume that you will 
be good enough to answer these 
questions. I am confident that all 
of the Baptist periodicals wouid 
be glad to carry your answers to 
these questions. 

Our purposes must be the 
same: The honoring of God’s 
name and the salvation of the 





Rev. Dick H. Hall, Jr. 


world. We rejoice in your call for 
a “fair-minded study.” We pray 
that there may come from this 
study more light, a deeper under- 
standing of God’s will, and a 
more harmonious fellowship 
among all those who believe in 
Christ. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dick H. HALL, JR. 

Pastor, ete. 


Apostolic Delegation 
54, Parkside, 
London, S. W. 19. 
28th November 1955 
Rev. Dick Houston Hall, Jr. 
Pastor, First Baptist Church 
Decatur, Georgia 
Reverend and dear Sir, 


Following. up the letter sent 
you on November llth, I am 
enclosing an answer to the vari- 
ous questions that you proposed 
in your letter to me on October 
19th. I am sorry to be late in 
sending my reply but I have just 
returned from Scotland after a 
long series of official visitations 
in the several dioceses in that 
part of Great Britain and it is 
only now that I have a chance to 
write to you. 

Of course the answers to all 
questions regarding the Faith 
and practice of the Catholic 
Church find their answer in the 
reply to the question: did Christ 
Our Blessed Lord establish a 
Church, and if He did, is this 
Church actually to be found in 
the world today? If the Church 
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established by Our Lord exists 
today (and Our Lord gave a 
divine promise that it would last 
until the end of time), which of 
the many diverse religious groups 
in the world today claiming to be 
teachers of Christian truth is to 
be found the Church established 
by Our Blessed Lord? 


Our Lord spoke of “My 
Church,” and never of “My 
Churches.” He gave to His Apos- 
tles the command and the au- 
thority to teach in His name un- 
til the end of time. He assured 
His Apostles that “he that hear- 
eth you, heareth Me.” He told 
Saint Peter “thou art Peter 
(Cephas—the Rock) and upon 
this rock I will build My Church 
and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 

It is unthinkable that the 
Church of ‘God has ceased to 
exist. The Son of God Himself 
promised that His Church would 
live until the end of time, protect- 
ed by Him from the teaching of 
error in matters pertaining to 
Faith and Doctrine. Divine 
promises cannot fail. It behooves 
all open-minded people therefore 
to make a serious inquiry into 
the claims advanced by the Cath- 
olic Church. A calm and serious 
study of these claims has convinc- 
ed countless thousands of con- 
verts to the Catholic Church in 
every age that the Catholic 
Church is in fact the Church 
established by Our Blessed Lord. 


There are many books on the 
Catholic Church available in the 


United States. These books state 
the claims of the Catholic Church 
in clear and simple language. 
“The Faith of Our Fathers” by 
Cardinal Gibbons is one of them. 
As for answering questions about 
Catholic belief or practice, there 
is available Father Conway’s 
“Question Box.” 


But I do not wish to prolong 
this letter in view of the lengthy 
other document that I am enclos- 
ing. 

With best wishes, I remain, 


Yours very sincerely, 
GERALD P. O’HARA 
Archbishop, ete. 


Apostolic Delegation, 

54 Parkside 

London, S. W. 19. 
Gentlemen, 


It is a pleasure to see your 
ready collective response to my 
appeal for a “fair-minded study” 
of the Catholic Faith. You will 
want the answers to come in their 
true context. I beg your indul- 
gence therefore for the following 
extended preamble to my replies. 
(In deference to you I have quot- 
ed the Scriptures throughout in 
the Authorized Version.) 


I. The Catholic Church holds 
that the constituent sources of 
Divine Revelation are the Sacred 
Scriptures and Tradition. By 
Tradition we mean what has been 
handed down from the begin- 
ning in the practice and teaching 


HEBREW CHRISTIANS APPEAL FOR HELP 


“HELP US IN OUR GREAT NEED. WE HAVE 
NO MONEY. WE ARE ILL AND HUNGRY.” 


This was the pitiful appeal contained in a letter coming from the 
Russian Zone of Germany. Similar heartrending appeals come to us 


from other countries. 


Please pray for us as we aim to present the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to His people, on 4 Continents and in 13 Countries, including 


Israel. 


Please send your gift to help also our ministry amongst the poor in 
our Children’s Home, as well as the aged, destitute Hebrew Christians. 
The need is very great. Please help us. Address communications to: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


5630-C No. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 


a 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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of the Church. In fact the 
sources are one, for: 


(I) The Sacred Scriptures 
themselves are only known to ug 
as God’s word because they have 
been received as such since the 
beginning by the Church. 

(II) Our Lord commissioned 
His Apostles to teach “all things 
whatsoever I have commanded 
you” (Matthew XXVIII, 20). He 
nowhere specifically told them to 
make writing the medium of 
their teaching. 

(III) The inspired writings of 
the Apostles nowhere claim to 
give an exhaustive account of 
Our Lord’s Revelation; in faet 
they quite clearly deny that this 
has been done. “Many other signg 
truly did Jesus in the presence 
of His disciples which are not 
written in this book .. . And 
there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, 
I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books 
that should be written” (John 
XXI, 30, XXII, 25). 

(IV) Elsewhere, II Peter Ii, 
16, they state that even the truths 
they do transmit need explana- 
tion. Without the right under- 
standing difficult passages prove 
perilous to man’s salvation. 

(V) The determining of the 
Canon of Sacred Scripture re 
quired not only time but also 
authoritative decisions. They 
were taken by the men to whom 
had been passed down the com- 
mission of Jesus Christ to teach 
all nations. When they were taken 
the Church of Christ had existed 
in the full exercise of her powers 
for several centuries. The guid 
ance of the faithful during those 
years and the right understand 
ing of Christ’s message was 
given, as it is today, by the lit 
ing voice of the Church. This was 
in accordance with the directiv® 
of St. Paul: “Brethren, sta 
fast, and hold the traditit 
which ye have been taw 
whether by word, or our epi 
(II Thessalonians II, 15), and@ 
Timothy: “The things that tha 
hast heard of me among @ 
witnesses, the same commit f 
to faithful men, who shall bea 
to teach others also” (II Timol 
11, 2). s 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Time Limit 


After receiving Holy Communion, 
how long should one wait before eat- 
ing breakfast? Must one wait until 
the Host is digested? 


There is no law in this matter. It 
has always been the practice and 
belief that one may eat as soon after 
receiving Holy Communion as he 
wishes. 

However, if it is at all possible, 
one should remain in Church at least 
10 or 15 minutes after receiving Holy 
Communion in order to give proper 
thanks to the God he has received, 
and pray to Him concerning needs of 
soul and body. The Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Christ are pres- 
ent within us until the Sacred Host 
is digested. Normally, this is about 
fifteen minutes. Therefore, it would 
seem proper to spend this time in 
speaking with Jesus. After all, if a 
guest enters our home we do not 
ignore him, but entertain him and 
let him know how glad we are that 
he has come. Should we show less 
courtesy and respect to Christ, the 
Divine Guest, Who comes to us in 
Holy Communion? 


The Question Box, 
(R.C.) Home Messenger, Dec., 1956 
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“Roman Catholic’? Charity 


Rome.—Nearly 1,000,000 children 
of needy Italian parents go to sum- 
mer camps and enjoy year-round 
health services because of “the sac- 
rifices of average families” in the 
United States, Cardinal Stritch, 
Archbishop of Chicago, said on a 
visit here. 

The Cardinal made the comment 
on a tour of a camp run by the Pon- 
tifical Relief Commission. More than 
half the food for the children 
comes from surplus supplies donated 
by the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture and shipped by NCWC Cath- 
olic Relief Services. 


The Register, August 4, 1957 


Training for What? 


Kingston, Mass.—Sisters of the 
Divine Providence “sight” along their 
shooting irons as they prepare for a 
rifle training program at Camp 
Mishannock, a girls’ camp near here. 
Six .22 caliber rifles were presented 
to the camp by a gun-making firm. 


San Francisco Call-Bulletin 
July 11, 1957 





“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” 


—Acts 11:26 


What Is a Christian? 


by Lionel B. Fleteher 


Strange as it may seem, nevertheless it is true that in what 
some people call “Christian countries” there are very different views 
held by the people of those countries as to what a Christian is. 
Every one knows what a Jew is, or what a Buddhist is, and there 
is no argument as to whether a man is a Mohammedan or not, 
but with a Christian it is altogether different. 


"THERE IS a popular meaning of 

the word “Christian” as used 
by men and women, who are 
loosely classed under the title 
“The man in the street,” which 
is accepted by most people who 
are not professing Christians. It 
is well for us to understand this 
popular use of the word, so that 
we may understand how far short 
it comes of the real meaning. 


First of all some people apply 
the name “Christian” to all who 
attend a place of worship regular- 
ly. There is no discrimination in 
their thought about them);’they 
see no difference in any of them, 
they are all “religious,” so they 
are “Christians” to their way of 
thinking, and so in this very 
loose, popular way, they imagine 
that they know exactly what is 
meant by the word. ~ 


It is very like the. way that. 


colored races have in past years 
called all white people “Chris- 
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tian.” How are they to know any 
Sereane until they are instruct- 
ed? 

But this use of the word, 
whether by white or colored 
people, leads to tragedy. Colored 
races have judged Christ and His 
teaching and His followers by 
the conduct of immoral travel- 
lers or unscrupulous traders who 
were citizens of some white na- 
tion. These white men with black 
hearts have violated Christian 
principles by their conduct, and 
the people with colored skins 
have not understood, and have 
ascribed this conduct to “Chris- 
tians,” whereas even the white 
men concerned would have scorn- 
ed the name of Christ. But to 
the colored man the white skin 
meant “Christian,” whereas to 
the real Christian the color of 
skin means nothing, but the 
spiritual state of the man of any 
color means everything. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, 


“HE GOES TO CHURCH” 


In our own land the tragedy 
is just as great. Years ago when! 
was working in an office, I heard 
two men of the world discussing 
a third man whom they described 
as a “Humbug,” and they went 
on to say, “You can never trust 
these Christians.” I at once enter- 
ed into the conversation and 
pointed out that the man was not 
a Christian and that, as far as 
I knew, he did not profess to be 
a Christian. I knew he got drunk 
sometimes, I knew he swore and 
gambled, and every one else in 
the town knew that, too. The two 
men looked at me, and then one 
of them thought he had silenced 
my argument by triumphantly 
saying, “Of course he is one of 
these humbugs of Christians. He 
goes to church every Sunday of 
his life, and I’ve seen him take 
Holy Communion.” 


So here we have one popular 
meaning of the word “Christian.” 
It means for many people “a per- 
son who is religious and goes 
to church.” I might remind you 
in passing that the most regular 
church attendant is the devil, but 
he would surely not be called a 
Christian by any one. Billy Sun 
day, the famous American 
evangelist, once dealt with this 
popular but very ignorant defini- 
tion of a Christian by saying 
something like this: “If you park 
ed a man in a motor garage every 


day in the week it would not make } 


him into a motor-car; neither 
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does it make a man a Christian 
to take him to church every Sun- 
day in the year.” 

I once used Billy Sunday’s 
pithy saying in an open-air meet- 
ing, and an angry man in the 
audience shouted a reply which 
showed how men of his thought 
utterly misunderstand the simple 
truth about being a Christian. He 
yelled, “You fool, you are trying 
to gull the people. You know 
quite well no man could be turned 
into a motor-car unless a miracle 
happened.” 

Of course, my reply was, “You 
are quite right, my friend, and 
now perhaps you understand the 
truth of the saying, because it 
takes just as great a miracle to 
turn a man into a Christian as it 
does to turn him into a motor- 
car.” This made him angrier than 
ever, because he was utterly un- 
able to comprehend the spiritual 
miracle which does take place in 
the human life when a persori 
becomes a Christian, and it is 
essential that we shall understand 
this great truth, otherwise we 
shall miss the greatest truth of 
the Gospel of Christ. 


“HE HAS 
HIGH STANDARDS” 


But there is a second popular 
version of the name “Christian” 
which is more widely accepted 
sti. By a great many people, no 
one is called a Christian who 
has not attained a certain ethical 
standard of conduct. That is, they 
refuse to admit that any one is a 
Christian except certain very 
good people who are living lives 
marked by beautiful conduct, and 
whose characters are saintly and 
Christlike. Personally, I prefer 
this use of the word to the first 
one, but I want to say without 
the slightest hesitation that this 
use of the word is as wrong as 
the other one; that is, it is quite 
wrong if it is the only standard 
by which a man or woman may 
be found worthy of the name 
“Christian.” 

The first use of the word, as 
applied to all churchgoers, is too 
inclusive: the second use of the 
Word, as applied to people of ex- 
ceptional character, is too exclu- 


| sive, and neither of them is based 


on the original use of the word 
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as found in the New Testament, 
which alone can be our standard. 

If all churchgoers are Chris- 
tians, then no wonder the world 
is confused as to what the name 
means. If only people of excep- 
tional character are Christians 
then we might well give up in 
despair, for Christ’s sweetest in- 
vitations will have no meaning 
for the ordinary individual, and 
His promises are not necessary, 
and His death was a tragic and 
inexplicable mystery; but Jesus 
said: “I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.” (Luke 5:32) This is our 
eternal hope. 

It will greatly help us to under- 
stand what a Christian is if we 
ask the simple question: Under 
what circumstances were people 
first called Christians? 


THE FIRST CHRISTIANS 


Our text tells us (Acts 11:26): 
“The disciples were called Chris- 
tians first in Antioch.” Then at 
once we see the striking fact that 
the name was given to a set of 
people, living in a very wicked 
city, whose lives stood out in 
striking contrast to the lives of 
others in that city. Historians 
tell us that Antioch was famous 
for its natural beauty, and also 
for its great and awful wicked- 
ness. It was the third city of the 
world, but it ranked first in 
wickedness. It would be impossi- 
ble for those living at the present 
time, under the code of morals 
which is accepted by Christian 
nations, to even imagine the 
abyss of sin which reigned in 
Antioch. Here various races 
mingled, and every immoral 
abomination was let loose. 

In that city the disciples of 
Christ formed a growing com- 
munity of people whose lives 
were pure amidst impurity; men 
and women who were trans- 
parently honest in striking. con- 
trast to the prevailing dis- 
honesty; families which were 
godly when most families were 
utterly ungodly. 

The arresting fact was that 
this community was formed of 
men and women many of whom 
had been just as wicked as their 
neighbors, but now they were 
utterly changed. They had heard 


men from Cyprus and Cyrene 
who had been converted in Jeru- 
salem, “Preaching the Lord 
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord 
was with them: and a great num- 
ber believed, and turned unto the 
Lord.” (Acts 11: 20, 21) 


CONFESSING CHRIST 


These men and women who 
“turned unto the Lord” were the 
ones who formed this singular 
community, and were the ones 
who were called “Christians.” 
Each of them had turned from 
their sin to the Lord Jesus 
Christ: they had accepted Him 
as their Saviour from sin, and 
they had confessed His name as 
their Lord and Master before the 
world; and they had begun to live 
a life honoring to Him. 

There is no indication that the 
name was borne by the people 
who may have attended meetings 
and listened to the disciples 
preaching, but it was only given 
to the disciples themselves, and 
the disciples were those who had 
publicly turned their backs on the 
sin by which they were surround- 
ed, and had allied themselves to 
Jesus Christ. 

Most of them were not saints— 
as we generally understand that 
word today—but most of them 
were beginners in the Christian 
life, and no doubt they often 
made mistakes, and often ex- 
perienced distress of mind over 
their own failures. They were 
like children who are being 
taught to walk and to act aright, 
but though undeveloped and 
possibly weak in many things, 
they were Christians in name and 
in truth. The moment any one 
of them stood out from his neigh- 
bors and friends and said: “I 
have done with my past way of 
living, and now confess that 
Jesus Christ is my Saviour and 
Lord,” word would be passed 
from man to man to the effect 
that he had become a Christian 
—a follower of Christ. 


ALMOST PERSUADED 


-The name “Christian” is only 
used twice more in the New 
Testament and it is a simple 
matter to see what meanings it 
bore in each case. 

In Acts 26 we have the story 
of Paul, who, in addressing King 
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Half Cured, 


and then 


The Drug Ran Out 


“Dear Ones: In my profound distress 
I have plucked up the courage to write 
you, praying that God will open your 
heart to my desperate cry and that you 
will come to my rescue. I am a poor, 
orphaned girl who has been treated for 
5 years at the sanitarium in Athens. My 
health grew worse and worse until I was 
brought to the brink of despair. I 
hardly knew what to do or what lay 
ahead of me. The only thing I was quite 
sure of was that every day I got nearer 
to the end. 


“Then, four months ago, they began 
to treat me with Seromycin sent by the 
American Mission to Greeks, and the 
results were really wonderful. Although 
the doctors had given up hope of my 
recovery, within 3 months I felt almost 
well. But my treatment was not com- 
pleted because the supply of the drug 
ran out. The doctors told us they could 
continue to give the medicine only to 
those who were able to buy it. I was the 
only one here, the poorest of all, who 
couldn’t afford this medicine. Oh, the 
feeling of disappointment that filled my 
heart as I realized that my hopes for a 
steady recovery were ruined! In my 
despair I thought of writing you to ask 
for this precious medicine upon which 
my whole life depends. Please do help 
me in any way God may lead you to. 


Yours respectfully, 
Despina Pozapalidou.” 


What a cruel stroke of fate, to see 
recovery just within your grasp and not 
be able to reach it. Must we tell this 
dear girl, and many others in a similar 
plight, she will just have to become 
resigned to her lot, or will you enable us 
to send her the miracle-working drug 
that means life to her fra‘l body? As 
God lays it upon your heart, will you 
not give whatever you can and trust 
Him to multiply it through others? We 
want to send Despina a Greek Bible 
too, to bring her to the Saviour who 
can give her eternal life. Pray for her, 
and send your gift today to the Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. C, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toron- 
to 7, Ont.) 


“MAN OF 
MACEDONIA” 


The only religious color 
film on Greece 
(16 mm, 30 min.) 

A professionally produced portrayal of 
the a! for survival of evangelical 
Christianity in Greece —a vital story of 
faith no rate amid unbelievable hard- 
ships. 


Sain on Se oe —— 


Agrippa, gave an account of how 
Jesus had commissioned him to 
go and preach to the Gentiles, 
and he said (verse 18) : “To open 
their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me.” It was then that 
Agrippa said: “Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
It is quite clear that when 
Agrippa used the word he knew 
that it meant a man who had 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour, and one who believed 
that he had received forgive- 
ness of sin and had turned from 
the power of Satan unto God. 


The name is used once more in 
I Pet. 4:16: “Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed, but let him glori- 
fy God on this behalf.” The re- 
vised version reading is: “Let 
him glorify God in this name.” 
In verses two and three it says: 
“As Christ hath suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves like- 
wise with the same mind: for he 
that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin; that he no 
longer should live the rest of his 
time in the flesh to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God.” 

In this chapter it is equally as 
clear as in the other passages 
referred to, that a Christian is 
one who has determined not to 
live the rest of his life in sin, 
but he has through Jesus Christ 
ceased to follow the lusts of the 
flesh, and is now striving to glori- 
fy God by confessing Christ be- 
fore men as his Saviour and 
Lord. 


DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 


Compare this New Testament 
definition with those which we 
previously considered, and you 
will see the difference. Possibly 
the difference in some respects 
may not seem great; nevertheless 
it is a very serious difference. 
Here is a summary of them: 

Some people think that a 
Christian is either one who goes 
regularly to church, without any 
reference to what he believes, 
or how he lives, or, a Christian 
is a very good man living up to 


certain high ethical standards 
This gives rise to two undegir. 
able conclusions. First: If a may 
is a churchgoer but his attend. 
ance at worship has not brought 
about a change in his life, they 
his critics discredit the name 
Christian, and Christ’s name jg 
dishonored. Second: If only very 
good people, living on a very high 
moral plane, are Christians, and if 
that is the only way by which any 
one can attain to the name of gq 
Christian, then weak-charactered 
people look at such lives and 
comparing them to their own 
weakness of will and imperfee. 
tion of life, they say: “I cap 
never live like that, therefore | 
can never be a Christian.” §% 
great harm is done and the 
glorious Gospel of our blessed 
Lord is misunderstood. 

In reality church attendance 
does not insure that the church- 
goer is a Christian, neither does 
good conduct warrant any one 
saying that because he lives a 
good life therefore he is a Chris. 
tian. Thousands of people who 
go to church, and even some 
church members, are not Chris. 
tians. Thousands of people who 
live excellent lives are not Chris- 
tians either. There is one way, 
and only one way, of becoming a 
Christian, as there is one book 
and only one book which tells 
us what a Christian is, and this 
is our one and final authority in 
this matter, no matter what any 
man, or set of men, may think 
or say or teach. 


“EXCEPT A MAN 
BE BORN AGAIN” 


The final word is God’s Word, 
and a careful study of the three 
passages in the New Testament 
where the name Christian is used 
shows us that a Christian is one 
who has turned away from the 
choice of sin to the choice of 
Christ as his Saviour and Lord: 
he has confessed this choice 
the world, and as a consequence 
he is now, by the power of God, 
striving to live a life which shall 
glorify God and win others # 
abandon sin and follow Christ. 

You may be wicked and weak 
and erring, and yet you may be 
come a Christian now. You may 

(Continued on page 23) 
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CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


On the last night of Octo- b 
ber children celebrate Hal- ( 
loween, a festival of pagan 

origin preceding Allhallows 

(Nov. 1) and All Soul’s Day 

(Nov. 2), which are cele- 
brated in the Roman 
Church. 


| 


Annual Drive for the 


Poor Souls 


by Francis J. Kieda 


“Every year the Church sets aside an entire month, a month of clouds and 
winds and drifting leaves, in which she concentrates her habitual concern 
into a drive in behalf of the suffering souls. She drapes her altars and her 
ministers in mourning, and appeals to us in tearful accents from innumer- 
able sanctuaries, and scatters abroad her leaflets and her literature in the 
hope that she will gather a rich toll of suffrages in her annual drive for 
the dead."—James J. Daly, S.J., The Souls in Purgatory. 


[F ANYONE SAYS that after the 
reception of the grace of 
justification the guilt is so remit- 
ted and the debt of eternal 
punishment so blotted out to 
every repentant sinner, that no 
debt of temporal punishment re- 
mains to be discharged either in 
this world or in purgatory before 
the gates of heaven can be 
opened, let him be anathema.” 
With this canonical curse the 
Council of Trent (1545-1563) de- 
nounced the Protestant “heresy” 
of justification by faith, preached 
by Luther, and gave its official 
stamp of approval to the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of purgatory. 
The word purgatory, like the 
word purge, has its origin in the 
Latin verb meaning “to cleanse, 
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purify or make clean.” In the Ro- 
man Catholic lexicon it is a place 
or state—oddly, the theologians, 
otherwise so dogmatic, are unable 
to determine which—of temporal 
punishment for those who leave 
this earthly abode in the grace 
of God but are not entirely free 
from petty, or venial, sins at 
death, and also those who have 
not performed sufficient penance 
for their sins in this life. Venial 
sins—and here the theologians 
are sure of themselves—include 
lying, committing small thefts 
under the absolute standard, los- 
ing one’s temper, and a host of 
other sins too “small” to merit 
the reward of eternal damna- 
tion in hell. 

The Roman Church defined the 


existence of purgatory in the 
Decree of Union adopted at 
Florence in 1439, expressing the 
belief that “the souls are cleansed 
by purgatorial pains after death, 
and in order that they may be 
rescued from these pains, they 
are benefited by the suffrages 
of the living faithful, viz., the 
sacrifice of the mass, prayers, 
alms, and the other works of 
piety.”* 

The substance of this defini- 
tion was repeated by the Council 
of Trent in the following words: 
“ . .. The Catholic Church, in- 
structed by the Holy Ghost, has, 
from the sacred writings and the 
ancient tradition of the Fathers, 
taught in sacred councils, and 
very recently in this ecumenical 
Synod, that there is a purgatory, 
and that the souls detained in it 
are helped by the suffrages 
[prayers] of the faithful.’’ 


WHO MUST GO 
TO PURGATORY? 


Roman Catholic theologians 
teach that not all who die in the 
state of grace (that is, those 
with no mortal sins on their 
souls) are fit to appear before 
the Beatific Vision (God Him- 
self), for some still have to be 
shriven of their venial sins, while 
others have to expiate the tem- 
poral punishments due both to 
mortal and venial sins. According 
to Thomas Aquinas, who crystal- 
lized Roman Catholic doctrine in 
his Summa Theologica in the 
thirteenth century, a man at 
death frequently has some unpaid 
“debts” : 

“There may be some impedi- 
ment on the part of the good in 
the way of their souls receiving 
their final reward in the vision 
of God immediately upon their 
departure from the body. To that 
vision, transcending as it does all 
natural created capacity, the 
creature cannot be raised before 
it is entirely purified: hence it is 
said that nothing defiled can 
enter into it (Wisd. 7:25), and 
that the polluted shall not pass 
through it (Is. 35:8). Now the 
pollution of the soul is by sin, 
which is an ordinate union with 
lower things; from which pollu- 
tion it is purified in this life by 
Penance and other Sacraments. 
Now it happens sometimes that 
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this process of purification is not 
entirely accomplished in this life, 
and the offender remains still a 
debtor with a debt of punishment 
upon him, owing to some negli- 
gence or distraction, or to death 
overtaking him before his debt 
is paid. Not for this does he de- 
serve to be entirely shut out from 
reward: because all this may 
happen without mortal sin, and 
it is only mortal sin that occa- 
sions the loss of charity, to which 
the reward of life everlasting 
is due. Such persons, then, must 
be cleansed in the next life, 
before entering upon their eter- 
nal reward. This cleansing is done 
by penal inflictions, as even in 
this life it might have been 
completed by penal works of 
satisfaction: otherwise the negli- 
gent would be better off than the 
careful, if the penalty that men 
do not pay here for their sins 
is not to be undergone by them 
in the life to come. The souls, 
then, of the good, who have upon 
them in this world something 
that needs cleansing, are kept 
back from their reward, while 
they endure cleansing purgatorial 
pains. And this is the reason why 
we posit a purgatory, or place 
of cleansing.’ 


WHERE IS PURGATORY? 


There are different views ex- 
tant as to the exact location of 
purgatory. It is also controverted 
whether purgatory is a place or 
a state, or condition, of souls. Ro- 
man theologians generally main- 
tain that souls of the departed 
are in a state of transition, but 
it is not necessary to believe that 
they are confined in any particu- 
lar place.t Thomas Aquinas inti- 
mates that purgatory is somehow 
“connected with Hell.” Pohle and 
Preuss argue with equal prob- 
ability “that it is connected with 
Heaven because the poor souls 
are children of God, who are 
sure to be admitted sooner or 
later to the abode of the Bless- 
ed.’’6 

Wherever it is, purgatory is 
not lacking for chroniclers to 
depict its manifold woes in great 
and often gruesome detail. One 
view “loves to represent purga- 
tory simply as a hell which is not 
eternal. Violence, confusion, wail- 
ing, horror, preside over its de- 
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scriptions. It dwells, and truly, 
on the terribleness of the pain of 
sense which the soul is mysteri- 
ously permitted to endure. The 
fire is the same fire as that of hell, 
created for the single and express 
purpose of giving torture. Our 
earthly fire is as painted fire com- 
pared to it. Besides this, there is 
a special and indefinable horror 
to the unbodied soul in becoming 
the prey of this material agony. 
The sense of imprisonment, close 
and intolerable, and the intense 
palpable darkness, are additional 
features in the horror of the 
scene, which prepare us for that 
sensible neighborhood of hell, 
which many Saints have spoken 
of as belonging to purgatory. 
Angels are represented as active 
executioners of God’s awful jus- 
tice. Some have even held that 
the demons were permitted to 
touch and harass the spouses of 
Christ in those ardent fires.’” 

Thomas Aquinas held that “the 
least pain of purgatory is greater 
than the greatest of this life,” 
while St. Bonaventure considered 
that “the greatest, but not the 
least, pain of purgatory is more 
bitter than the pains of this life. 
But all theologians hold that the 
suffering souls bear these pains 
patiently, in great resignation 
and hope, and that this hope af- 
fords them immense _ joy.’ 
Strange paradox! 


DURATION OF PAINS 
OF PURGATORY 


Nothing definite is preached 
about the length of one’s stay in 
purgatory, doubtless because any 
such certainty would reduce the 
matter of suffering after death to 
a calculated arithmetical risk. As 
it is, the duration is understood 
in two ways: actual length of 
time, and seeming length of time 
because of the extreme pain. 

According to the revelations of 
Sister Francesca of Pampeluna, 
of some hundred cases, by far the 
greater majority suffered thirty, 
forty, or sixty years. “Here are 
some of the examples: a holy 
bishop, for some negligence in 
his high office, had been in purga- 
tory fifty-nine years, before he 
appeared to the servant of God; 
another bishop, so generous of 
his revenues that he was named 


the almsgiver, had been there ~ 
five years because he had wished — 
for the dignity; another bishop 
had been forty; a priest forty 
years, because through his negli- 
gence some sick persons had died 
without the Sacraments; ...a 
gentleman for fifty-nine years for 
worldliness; another sixty-four, 
for fondness for playing at cards 
for money,” and so on. 

“Then, as to seeming length 
from the extremity of pain, there 
are many instances on record... 
of souls appearing an hour or 
two after death, and thinking 
they had been many years in 
purgatory.”® Whatever the case, 
it is agreed that what the world 
considers trivial faults are most 
severely visited in purgatory. 
This in itself is sufficient to induce 
any sincere Roman Catholic to do 
whatever is necessary to secure 
the relief of his suffering rela- 
tives or to provide for the eventu- 
al expiation of his own sins. 


GETTING OUT 
OF PURGATORY 


This fear of the after-life that 
is instilled in Roman Catholics 
is exploited beyond measure not 
alone by the dogmas laid down by 
the church but by societies or- 
ganized to foster post-mortem 
devotions. The following is an ad 
that appeared in a Roman Cath- 
olic magazine: 

“An ideal way in which to help 
your beloved dead is by enrolling 
them in the Purgatorial 
Society. The living may also be 
enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and 
after death. These benefits are: 
Remembrance in 6,000 masses 
offered yearly for the Purgatorial 
members and a remembrance in 
30,000 other masses. Also, in the 
prayers and the spiritual work 
of the Friars.” 

From the foregoing it is evi- 
dent that the most effectual 
“suffrage” that can be offered to 
gain indulgences is the Mass. 
This thought is urged upon Cath- 
olics. “It is an outstanding fact, 
and a deplorable one, that many 
Catholics fail to realize that 
nothing possesses greater efficacy 
for the relief and release of the 
souls in purgatory than the ador- 
able Sacrifice of the Mass. They 
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forget that the Church teaches 
that the holy souls are helped 
principally by the most accept- 
able Sacrifice of the Altar. It is 
the most efficacious means... 

“*Masses! Masses!’ the suffer- 
ing souls wail in anguish. ‘Oh, 
if you but knew!’ ”’° 

Regardless of what the church 
may protest, it is generally 
known that a stipend is required 
for each mass. 


PAGAN ORIGIN 
OF PURGATORY 


The classical text used by Ro- 
man Catholics to support the 
dogma of purgatory is that found 
in the second book of the Macha- 
pees (12:45), which is embodied 
in the Catholic Bible. The words 
cited are those of Judas Macca- 
peus: “It is therefore a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead, that they may be loosed 
from their sins.” 

To non-Catholics this argument 
is of little avail, since the two 
pooks of the Machabees are con- 
sidered apocryphal: that is, they 
are not accepted as part of the 
Old Testament Canon of Scrip- 
ture. But Matthew 12:32 is also 
quoted to substantiate the exist- 
ence of purgatory: “Whosoever 
shall speak . . . against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, nor 
in the world to come.” 

The “world to come” is inter- 
preted as referring to life after 
death. Therefore, according to 
the Roman Church, Christ is in- 
dicating that some sins are par- 
doned after death. This is strange 
reasoning, for the passage im- 
plies no such thing. The form of 
expression is employed to 
strengthen the denial of the sins’ 
ever being forgiven. Moreover, 
how can one say that sins are for- 
given if they are purged by fire? 

Historically, the idea of purga- 
tory originated in the fabricated 
fantasies of the pagans. It was 
referred to by the poets Virgil 
and Homer, and the philosophers 
Pythagoras and Plato. Constan- 
tine established Christianity on 
the ruins of paganism with many 
concessions granted to the genius 
of the old superstition. The ex- 
piring struggles of pagan idolatry 
were supplanted by hagiolatry, 
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or saint-worship. Hand in hand 
with the latter, credence in the 
purgation of departed saints was 
gradually adopted as the most 
popular, because the most profit- 
able, teaching of the Church of 
Rome. 


DENIAL OF PURGATORY 


In the fourth century Arius 
denied the existence of purgatory. 
In the Dark Ages the Albigenses, 
Waldenses, and Hussites did like- 
wise. Luther and Calvin followed 
suit in the sixteenth century. 
John Calvin declared that the 
Roman Catholic teaching was “a 
pernicious innovation of the 
Devil, which renders the cross 
of Christ inane.’ 

Today, any Christian basing 
his belief on the Bible is con- 
strained to regard purgatory as 
a non-existent, un-Biblical, un- 
reasonable, and deceptive dogma. 
It rests entirely on tradition, 
which has its roots in the Chris- 
tianized paganism of the Dark 
and Middle Ages and is supported 
by misinterpretations of the 
Word of God. 

Nothing is more certain than 
that sins are forgiven in this life, 
and the Bible uses strong words 
to convey this comforting as- 
surance to the repentant sinner. 
Christ paid the penalty for sin 
once for all, and there is no need 
for man to expiate his sins in 
some future state once he has 
accepted the Saviour’s free offer 
of pardon. 

In his great distress, David the 
Psalmist cried out, “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to 
Thy lovingkindness: according 
unto the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgres- 
sions. Wash me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow.” (Ps. 51:1, 2, 7) Again he 
pleads, ““O remember not against 
us former iniquities.” (Ps. 79:8) 
After his own deep experiences 
of God’s forgiving grace he 
wrote: 

“The Lord is merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy . . . He hath 
not dealt with us after our sins; 
nor rewarded us according to 


our iniquities. For as the heaven 
is high above the earth, so great 
is His mercy toward them that 
fear Him. As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath He 
removed our transgressions from 
us.” (Ps. 103 :8-12) 

In his letter to the Romans, 
the apostle Paul quoted from 
another Psalm: “ ... David also 
describeth the blessedness of the 
man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, say- 
ing, Blessed are they whose in- 
iquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin.” (Rom. 4:6-8) 

The apostle John, in the 
simplest of terms, gives the lie 
to any need of purgatory: “The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin .. . If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” (I John 1:7-9) 

Christ is all-sufficient and all- 
powerful. He died that we might 
live. He suffered that we might 
escape the fires reserved for the 
wicked. He took our nature that 
we might partake of His nature. 
He came to earth that we might 
go to heaven. He “dwelt among 
us” that we might dwell with 
Him forevermore. He made every 
provision for our sins and for our 
redemption. He left nothing un- 
done. He is very God of very God, 
and He has loved us with an 
everlasting love. 

Only man could have invented 
purgatory. 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Pope Enjoins Wider Censorship 


Pope Pius XII in his latest 
encylical has called on the hier- 
archy throughout the world to 
exercise greater vigilance and in- 
fluence over the media of moving 
pictures, radio, and television, ad- 
vocating the extension of the 
work of the Legion of Decency 
and the creation of national 
offices in countries where they 
do not already exist. 

In this document setting forth 
the Roman Church’s views on 
moral and religious problems con- 
nected with these three means of 
communication, the Pope exhort- 
ed the episcopacy “not only to 
exercise a watchful care but also 
to use positive action and authori- 
ty” to combat undesirable films 
and programs “so that by means 
of this difficult and extensive 
province of the arts, Christian 
[i.e., Roman Catholic] ideas may 
be ever more widely spread.” 

The Pontiff said further that 
he wished “with all the force at 
our command” to impress upon 
the hierarchy “how the flock en- 
trusted to the care of each one 
should be protected against any 
errors and harm from whatever 
source which the use of the arts 
under discussion can introduce— 
with serious’ risk—to the 
practices of Christian life.” 

“Since the Church is the teach- 
er of doctrine that leads to salva- 
tion and has all that is necessary 
for the attainment of holiness, 
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she is exercising an inviolable 
right when she teaches what has 
been committed to her by the Di- 
vine Hand,” the Pope continued. 

“Contrary, however, to Chris- 
tian [again, Roman Catholic] 
teaching and to the principal 
end of these arts is the will and 
intention of those who desire to 
use these inventions exclusively 
for the advancement and propa- 
gation of political measures or to 
achieve economic ends and who 
treat our noble aim as if it were 
a mere business transaction,” he 
added. 

It is essential to note that what 
is “morally unacceptable” to. the 
Roman Catholic Church may not 
be unacceptable on a moral basis 
to a non-Catholic or even a 
Protestant. The term has a 
specialized meaning in the Ro- 
man Catholic lexicon and may: be 
broadened to include a produc- 
tion such as the “Martin Luther” 
film. 


Strange Conversion 


At times one hears of a Jewish 
convert to the Roman Catholic 
faith, but it is most unusual .to 
find a Catholic, or any Christian 
for that matter, becoming a Jew. 
Even more startling, therefore, 
is the case of a Roman Catholic 
priest who recently turned in his 
credentials, at the age of forty- 
six, and became a Jewish con- 
vert: 

A priest for fiye years, Mr. 


Abraham Carmel (his adopt a i 


name) said: “I could no longer” 
accept the Roman Catholic atti. 
tude that they are always 100 
per cent right and everyone else 
is wrong. Their belief, whenever 
unity of the churches is raised, 
is, ‘You must come to us.’ Their 
price for cooperation is complete 
submission.” 

Mr. Carmel said he had incur. 
red the displeasure of his superi- 
ors because in his youth move. 
ment he insisted on admitting 
young people of any religion, 
Doubts began to creep in, and 
after considerable reading he be. 
gan to question such fundamental] 
dogmas as the Divinity of Jesus 
and the Virgin Birth, penance 
and confession. Eventually he 
resigned—‘“for health reasons”! 


Pope Orders Jesuits: 
Quit Smoking 


In a recent address delivered 
in Latin Pope Pius XII exhorted 
Jesuits to give up smoking at 
once as one of the “comforts” of 
life. 

Though the Society of Jesus is 
a mendicant order depending on 
public alms for support, and 
though Jesuits take the usual 
vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, the Pope has deemed 
it necessary to remind the order 
of the need for increased austeri- 
ty. Members should deprive them- 
selves of “not a few comforts that 
laymen may legitimately de 
mand,” the Pontiff said. These 
include, in addition to smoking, 
pleasant but expensive journeys, 
and holidays spent away from 
houses of the order. 

“For love of poverty and in 
order that you may seek that 
continuous mortification in every- 
thing that is proper to your in- 
stitution, eliminate superfluous 
things courageously and at once,” 
Pope Pius said. “Members of reli- 
gious orders should preach not 
only with words but also by 
example that love of penitence 
without which there is no hope 
of eternal salvation.” 

The Pope’s speech was made 
before 180 Jesuit fathers gather- 
ed in Rome to participate in the 
extraordinary general congrega- 
tion, or supreme legislative body, 
of the order. 
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Argentinians Turn Down 


Church Program 


Though Peronism is on the 
decline in Argentina, the people 
of that country apparently are 
not at all anxious for the return 
of an all-powerful Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Recent elections in- 
dicate that they are opposed to 
the introduction of optional reli- 
gious instruction in state schools, 
the opportunity to _ establish 
private universitids, and the pre- 
yention of laws to permit divorce. 

Of the more than 8,000,000 
yotes cast, the Roman Catholic 
parties won only} 417,000 votes 
with nine seats and 159,000 votes 
with one seat, respectively. Some 
2,147,000 blank ballots were cast, 
mostly for the deported. Peron. 


Boycott, Bigotry, and Bibles 


Recently the little community 
of Fethard-on-Sea, Co. Wexford, 
Ireland, has been in the news 
because a Protestant mother in 
a mixed marriage ran away with 
her children rather than have 
them brought up as Catholics. As 
a result of this action on the part 
of one mother, Roman Catholics 
have boycotted the local Protes- 
tants. 

But like fire in the wind, the 
boycott has spread beyond its 
original confines. In Co. Cork a 
prosperous businessman has been 
forced to leave the country with 
his family because of intimida- 
tion. According to the Rev. R. J. 
Chisholm, a Protestant rector, 
they were told to “clear out,” 
though the man had been born 
in the town where he resided. 

“A Roman Catholic friend 
confided that they were being 
boycotted,” said Mr. Chisholm. 
“The parish priest and the police 
were consulted—but apparently 
nothing can be done. 

“The result is that things have 
been made so awkward that they 
have decided to leave Eire and 
fnd a new home in Northern 
Ireland or England.” 

Commenting on the boycott at 
Fethard, Mr. Chisholm said: 


“How long these families can 
hold out it is hard to say. And if 
they want to sell out—who will 
buy and at what price?” 

“The whole affair has brought 
a strain to the Fethard com- 
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munity and the Roman Catholic 
Church and State have displayed 
the most gross blundering, big- 
otry and uncharitableness. 

“Headed by the Roman Cath- 
olic bishops and priests, the boy- 
cott has been not only condoned, 
but encouraged, and one clerical 
firebrand has told the people from 
the pulpit that they will never 
be asked to ‘yield one inch by 
their priests.’ 

“This is the spirit that has 
revealed the true attitude of the 
Roman Church... ” 

But in spite of such incidents, 
the gospel is advancing among 
individual Roman Catholics in 
Ireland. The Irish Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church reports that 
Roman Catholics are often very 
receptive to colporteurs and are 
buying the Scriptures in greater 
numbers than ever before. In the 
last year their agents made 
21,746 visits, and of the thou- 
sands of Scriptures they sold al- 
most twenty thousand were to 
Roman Catholics alone. 


Catholic Labor Assured 
of Final Triumph 


Anyone who has questions 
about recent labor developments 
and exposures and who wonders 
where the Roman Catholic 
Church stands with regard to 
labor should take note of papal 
pronouncements on the subject 
addressed to the Faithful 
throughout the world. 

Last August, during the 
gigantic international labor rally 
held annually in Rome, Pope Pius 
XII told members of the Catholic 
Workers Youth Movement and 
workers gathered from all over 
the world that the Roman Church 
looked to them to convert all 
workers to the Christian [that is, 
Roman Catholic] principles of 
charity and cooperation. He also 
warned them against “false 
prophets” who entered labor or- 
ganizations “sowing the seeds of 
hate and rebellion” and deluding 
the unsuspecting with “deceptive 
promises.” 

The Pope gave the cheering 
members of the movement “as- 
surance of final triumph” be- 
cause, he said, “you are Cath- 
olics” and as such “much strong- 
er than the others.” It might be 












remembered in this connection 
that in the United States the Ro- 
man Church has taken a stand 
against right-to-work laws and 
is seeking to gain complete con- 
trol of the unions. 


India Exposes Catholic Conspiracy 


Though constantly defending 
itself against charges of political 
meddling, the Roman Catholic 
Church stands exposed in many 
countries, such as Poland and 
Yugoslavia. Now India has been 
added to the list. 

The Indian Communist party 
has charged that the “Catholic 
hierarchy” is behind a “con- 
spiracy” to subvert the Com- 
munist-administered state 
government in Kerala by “un- 
constitutional, undemocratic and 
violent means.” The main point 
at issue seems to be an education 
bill that would give the state 
government greater control over 
the school system. 

The secretary of the Com- 
munist party declared that “Cath- 
olic oligarchs” had initiated a 
“hate and murder campaign” 
against the bill. He added that 
“three Communists have been 
murdered so far,” an attempt had 
been made on the life of the 
education minister, and efforts 
had been made to bribe two 
legislators. 


Parochial Schools and Public Funds 


The public school district of 
East Lansdowne, a small com- 
munity just outside Philadelphia, 
Pa., is required to pay five times 
the normal cost of medical, dental, 
and hearing examinations for 
school children. This discrimina- 
tory situation is the result of a 
new state law requiring each 
district to provide such examina- 
tions for parochial as well as 
public school pupils. 

The disclosure of the inequity 
was made by Thomas McCollum, 
supervising principal, who noted 
that St. Cyril’s, the only parochial 
school in the borough, has 1,283 
pupils, in contrast to the public 
school, which has only 219. The 
examinations, McCollum said, 
will cost over two thousand 
dollars. 


Hunger ..1N THE CLOISTER 


It was not a hunger for food 
nor a thirst for drink that caused 


by Carmen de Torres 
tr. by Alfredo Florez 


the earnest South American nun 
such anguish. But it was 


a hunger all the same and a thirst 
like an open wound. 


S A FRANCISCAN nun of the 

order of St. Francis of 
Assisi in Caracas, Venezuela, I 
never experienced the gladness 
and peace that my heart now 
enjoys since the day I accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ alone as 
my personal Saviour. 

When I first entered into the 
convent of nuns, it was with a 
great desire for sanctification. In 
order to attain it I made my 
postulancy trying to manifest 
myself to the master of novices, 
whom I truly loved and still love. 
In fact, I sought all the means 
indicated in the Holy Rule. 

After my postulancy, or pre- 
liminary period of training, I 
entered the novitiate, during 
which time I completed two years 
of studies and practices. At the 
end of this period, I made my 
profession, which is to say, I 
made the vows of obedience, 
chastity, and poverty. I thought 
then that I would have achieved 
sanctification. 


OBEDIENCE 


But everything was different 
from what I had expected. In 
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spite of all my longings and de- 
sires, in spite of my earnest ef- 
forts, in practice I could sense 
the unfathomable vacuum left in 
my heart, for my life consisted 
of nothing but obedience to men, 
to my superiors, both nuns and 
priests. I used to kneel down be- 
fore them in order to conquer 
their love and, as I thought, be in 
God, for, as the Mother General 
used to say, “If you are in good 
standing with your Superior, you 
are in good standing with God.” 

I did not know then that the 
Holy Scriptures indicate that not 
even the angels ever permitted 
men to kneel down before them, 
because they consider themselves 
to be servants with the elect of 
God. John the Revelator makes 
this very clear: 

“And I John saw these things, 
and heard them. And when I had 
heard and seen, I fell down to 
worship before the feet of the 
angel which showed me these 
things. Then saith he unto me, 
See thou do it not: for I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy breth- 
ren the prophets, and of them 
which keep the sayings of this 
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book: worship God.” (Rev. 22:8, 
9) 


CHASTITY 


When I took my vow of chasti- 
ty, I was sincere in my desire to 
serve God with purity. But even 
this was to prove a test. 

A priest, called “extraordinary 
confessor,” who used to go to our 
convent on special occasions, tried 
to abuse me, inviting me into the 
confessional itself. He forced me 
to reprehend him right there in 
the confessional for his behavior, 
which was contrary to everything 
he claimed to represent with his 
vestments, rites, and ceremonies, 

In my tortured mind I wonder. 
ed whether I was right or not 
in having a feeling of failure 
when in that place where they 
boast of chastity I was invited 
to participate in actions that are 
an abomination before God. But 
how clearly the apostle Paul 
warns against such wickedness: 

“Therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness; but with the um 
leavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. I wrote unto you in a 
epistle not to company with 
fornicators.” (I Cor. 5:8, 9) 

Later with even greater em- 
phasis he warns: “Flee fornice 
tion. Every sin that a man doeth 
is without the body; but he that 
committeth fornication sinneth 
against his own body.” (I Cor 
6:18) 


POVERTY 


It is true that poverty i 
evident in the cells of the poor 
nuns, who live an austere, barrell 
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life. But often as a nun I was 
gent to the streets of Caracas to 
beg for money under the pretense 
that it would be used, not for 
myself or my sister nuns, but for 

r children. With dismay I saw, 

must confess very painfully, 
that the money which reached the 
puns was used neither for poor 
children nor for themselves, but 
for the clergy, to fill their vaults. 

What deception! What false- 
hood! How I thank God that His 
foundation is firm and is based 
on principles of righteousness 
and justice. “Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord know- 
eth them that are His. And, Let 
every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
(Il Tim. 2:19) 

With all these contradictions 
and paradoxes so much in evi- 
dence around me, I found myself 
questioning the virtue and holi- 
ness of the cloistered life. 























QUESTIONS 


Can you be saved, I asked my- 
self, by wearing a habit? by lying 
and bearing false witness? by 
worshiping images? 

How grateful I was to learn 
what the Scriptures have to say 
on these three points: 

“Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of 
righteousness.” (Eph. 6:14) 

“Through Thy precepts I get 
understanding: therefore I hate 
every false way.” (Ps. 119:104) 

“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the 
a under the earth.” (Ex. 20: 

» 4) 

“Take ye therefore good heed 
unto yourselves . . . lest ye cor- 
rupt yourselves, and make you 
a graven image, the similitude 
of any figure, the likeness of male 
or female.” (Deut. 4:15, 16) 

Again, I asked myself, if 
hypocrisy reigns within a man, 
can he be saved? Our Lord Him- 
sif answers this question 
thoroughly : 

“But woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut 
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up the kingdom of heaven against 
men: for ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cum- 


min, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: 
these ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone. Ye 
blind guides, which strain at a 
gnat, and swallow a camel. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup 
and of the platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess. 

“Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but 
within ye are full of hyocrisy 
and iniquity.” (Matt. 23:13, 23- 
25, 28) 

No, I could not accept this way 
of life, this deceit, hypocrisy, and 
false worship. It was wrong, 
terribly wrong. I made my choice. 


THE CHANGE 


Once all this falsehood was 
left behind, I needed something 
real, something that could satisfy 
the aspirations of my life, some- 
thing that could extinguish the 
thirst of my soul, and so I sought 
for refuge in Christ. When I 





went to Him for refuge I found 
it. It is to Him, therefore, and to 
Him alone that I attribute the 
change of my life and because of 
Him that I am able to enjoy the 
true Christian happiness that I 
longed for but never experienced 
in the cloister. 

I have learned to my own joy 
that Paul is right when he says: 

“Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold 
all things are become new.” (II 
Cor. 5:17) 

The Lord has worked in me 
the marvel of marvels, and I 
testify that in Christ it is possible 
to live a life of true holiness, joy, 
peace, and continued happiness, 
even in the midst of persecutions, 
poverty, and the sufferings that 
befall mankind. 

I have written this testimony 
to the honor and glory of the One 
who loved us and gave Himself 
for us ... and who called me out 
of the convent. Now, cleansed by 
His precious blood, I have given 
my life to Him in answer to His 
call, expressed by the apostle: 

“T beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service.” (Romans 12:1) 





What the Angry Priest Said 


by Mrs. Fred Strout 


IX YEARS AGO, when I was 

twenty-five, God used a teen- 
aged girl to bring my Protestant 
husband first, and then myself 
two weeks later, to Himself. I 
put up a terrific battle, for I 
believed the Roman Catholic 
Church to be the only way to 
Heaven. But when I learned dif- 
ferently in God’s Word, which 
I had never read until then, I 
willingly gave my heart and life 
to Him. 


At the time, since my daughter 
had just started kindergarten in 
the parochial school, I naturally 
took her out and enrolled her in 
public school. About a week later, 
my priest called me to find out 
why I had withdrawn my child 


from school. Wasn’t she being 
treated right? Had the nuns of- 
fended me in some way? 

I assured him that they hadn’t 
and made an appointment to talk 
with him at his office and explain. 
He knew my husband very well 
because my husband had studied 
the catechism with him six 
months before. Being unable to 
understand all of it, he had re- 
fused to be converted to Catholi- 
cism. 

So we went to see the priest, 
with our Bibles under our arms, 
just newly saved and really quite 
“green.” He invited us into his 
office and offered my husband a 
cigarette. My husband turned it 


(Continued on page 22) 





Authoritarianism 


and the 


Roman Church 


Fo A HUNDRED YEARS the public 

schools have been the darling 
of the American citizen. They 
have been heraided at home and 
abroad as cur greatest social 
achievement. They have been 
criticized down the years but it 
was a gentle, kindly criticism. It 
sprang from love and respect 
and a genuine desire to improve 
the schools, for the _ public 
schools were considered the in- 
stitutions that transformed the 
“foreigner” into an American. 
They were considered the ce- 
ment of the nation; the binder 
that broke all sectional, social, 
creedal, racial lines and made us 
truly one. They were the oppor- 
tunity of every child; the founda- 
tion of democracy; the hope of 
America and the world. They 
were committed solely to the 
free, democratic, American way 
of life. 

Then, a few years ago, a defi- 
nite chill struck the air. A differ- 
ent and harsher note was added. 
In the former, constructive criti- 
cism now appeared a stain of 
calumny and denunciation. At 
first the public school people 
were amazed, surprised, hurt, 
and confused by these new and 
different attacks. They are now 
certain that these assaults are 
inspired, organized affairs aimed 
at the weakening and destruc- 
tion of public education. The 
reason: The public school is the 
chief obstruction to the authori- 
tarian purpose in America. 

Many believe that the power 
and inspiration back of these on- 
slaughts is Catholic Action aided 
by other Fascist-minded elements 
among us. Sometimes its mem- 
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bers speak out openly, as I shall 
show later, in the name of the 
church. More often and more 
effectively they infiltrate other 
organizations and from _ that 
camouflaged position (e.g., school 
board member, public school em- 
ployee, member of a court or 
legislative group, member of a 
patriotic organization) use the 
voice and prestige of the organi- 
zation to express the thoughts 
and achieve the purposes of the 
church. The hand is Esau’s but 
the voice is Jacob’s. 


OPPOSING 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 


One example of the open at- 
tack is Jesuit priest Paul L. 
Blakely’s little booklet, May an 
American Oppose the Public 
School? (Of course, this ignores 
another question, “Would an 
American Oppose the Public 
School?) The booklet was pub- 
lished by the America Press, 
New York, 1937, and carries the 
imprimi potest of Joseph A. 
Murphy, S. J., provincial of 
Maryland-New York; the nihil 
obstat of Arthur J. Scanlon, 
S. T. D., censor librorum; the 
imprimatur of Patrick Cardinal 
Hayes, Archbishop of New York. 
To get the full animus of the 
church against the public schools 
one should read the whole book. 
But here are some pertinent quo- 
tations: 

After developing the thought 
that the whole church from the 
Pope down opposes public educa- 
tion, Blakely says, “Our first 
duty to the public school is not 
to pay taxes for its maintenance 
... The first duty of every Catho- 


Why is the Roman Church 
opposed to— ; 


@ the public schools? 


the Constitutional 
“wall of separation"? 


American democracy? 


by John W. Wilson 


lic father to the public school jg 
to keep his children out of it” 
(p. 5) 

“The father who, without epis. 
copal sanction, sends his child to 
a public school . . . has begun 
the career of Herod; it will not 
be his fault if he is not guilty of 
soul murder.” (p. 8) 

“The church forbids him to 
approve [a public school]. Le 
the test of his practical accep. 
tance of the teachings of the 
Catholic church be made in this 
question: ‘Are his children ip 
the Catholic school?’” (p. 9) 

“The only school . . . which is 
fit for the Catholic is the school 
that is Catholic in its principles, 
its aims, its program, its teach 
ers and its submission to the 
direction and supervision of the 
church.” (p. 22-23) 

“*Kvery Catholic child in a 
Catholic school’ is the command 
of the church . . . She impresses 
upon all parents their solemn 
duty to place their children in 
schools in which ‘religious and 
moral training takes the chief 
place.’ She enacts that ‘Catholic 
children must not attend nom 
Catholic, mixed or neutral 
schools,’ and reserves to the 
Bishop alone the right to decide 
‘under what circumstances and 
with what precautions’ the at 
tendance of a Catholic child a 
any of these schools ‘may bh 
tolerated.’ ” (Italics in text.) 

“Discussion is at an end. Th 
obligations imposed by obedient 
alone are to be considered. ‘tis 
a betrayal of God’s sacred calls 
to neglect this duty’ [i.e., 1 
ting a Catholic child in a 
lic school] .. . And the last trum 
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is, that unless the Bishop has 
given his permission, no Catholic 
may with safe conscience entrust 
his child to any but a Catholic 
school.” 

Here is a most remarkable 
situation. The Supreme Court 
has ruled (Supreme Court of the 
United States +52, October term 
1946, p. 15) “That parents may, 
in the discharge of their duty 
under state compulsory education 
laws, send their children to a 
religious school . . .” Clearly the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States says the parent is free 
and sovereign in the matter of 
choice. The Roman Church over- 
rules that decision for thirty- 
three million Americans. It says, 
for them, the bishop has com- 
mand. The parents must do as 
the bishop orders! And this 
“must” is enforced by the heavi- 
est artillery of the church—fear 
of “soul murder” of one’s chil- 
dren, fear of “a betrayal of God’s 
sacred cause.” 


AUTHORITARIAN 
CRESCENDO 


This whole little booklet, ac- 
cording to the inside cover, is 
based on Pius XI’s encyclical, 
Christian Education of Youth. It 
therefore represents a foreign 
potentate, or power, reaching in- 
to America, nullifying American 
law and imposing a double alle- 
giance upon its members but 
insisting that allegiance to itself 
come first! 

What other power on earth 
could arrogate to itself such a 
position? Supposing Russia, the 
other world authoritarian threat 
to democracy, were to make a 
similar edict with respect to the 
education of her much smaller 
following. Would not the whole 
press, the law-makers, the patri- 
otic societies, and every informed 
citizen rise in solid protest? And 
would there not be an inescap- 
able obligation to do so? But if 
we battle authoritarianism under 
one guise, why are we so casual 
about it under another which is 
already attacking with every re- 
source at its command? 

Some say, “But the communists 
seek to attain their ends by 
force.” Well, let’s divide the ar- 
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guments into two parts: the 
objective and the means. There 
can be no doubt that the objec- 
tive of Clerical-Fascism and 
Communism is to destroy de- 
mocracy as completely and ruth- 
lessly as possible. Now as to 
method. We know the Commu- 
nist method. Rome has always 
stated that her method depends 
upon her power to perform: 
where she is strong, as in Spain, 
Italy, Colombia, she is ruthless; 
where she is weak, she is more 
circumspect. 

Yesterday, in America, she 
spoke softly. Today, after her 
ranks have been swelled by mil- 
lions of immigrants, a tone of 
arrogance has crept in. The 
press, the radio, the cinema dance 
to her tune. She does not hesitate 
to attack, both openly and sur- 
reptitiously, by means that are 
overt and covert, the most hal- 
lowed American institutions and 
ideals: the Constitution, the 
Supreme Court, the public 
schools, the Protestant ministers, 
and the ideal of democracy itself. 
Watching this trend, dare we 
doubt, if tomorrow brings the 
power for which she hopes, that 
she will hesitate to inflict her will 
upon the Americans as she has 
upon the people of Spain, Italy 
and Colombia? Or that she will 
not do it in the same way? 


PRUDENT JEALOUSY 


A wise people will not wait 
until the advantageous moment 
for the enemy has arrived, but 
will alert themselves immediate- 
ly to their clear and imminent 
danger. Madison’s remonstrance, 
appended by Justice Rutledge to 
the Everson case, has this perti- 
nent statement: “It is proper to 
take alarm at the first experiment 
on our liberties. We hold this 
prudent jealousy to be the first 
duty of citizens, and one of (the) 
noblest characteristics of the late 
revolution. The free men of 
America did not wait till 
usurped [shall we say “encroach- 
ing’?] power had strengthened 
itself by exercise and entangled 
the question in precedents. They 
saw all the consequences in the 
principle and avoided the conse- 
quences by denying the prin- 
ciple.” 


The attack on the Constitution 
and the Court arises from the 
fact that the First Amendment 
raises a wall of separation be- 
tween church and state. The 
Court, in the Everson case, 
unanimously (though a Catholic, 
Frank Murphy, was on the 
bench) upheld that interpreta- 
tion. The Roman Church un- 
blushingly disputes the decision, 
contending the _ interpretation 
was incorrect, that the fathers 
did not mean to separate the two 
institutions. In disputing the de- 
cision some of the bishops came 
dangerously close to calling the 
Court communistic. They also 
argued that in the First Amend- 
ment the Constitution shewed 
an antireligious bias. 


[Ir THIS LAST STATEMENT they 

disregard the facts of history. 
The colonists who came to Amer- 
ica before the Revolution came to 
escape the twin tyrannies of 
church and state. These two in- 
terlocked and operated together 
to crush all “treason” and all 
“heresy.” “Treason” was any act 
or thought that challenged the 
tyranny of the state. “Heresy” 
was any effort to worship one’s 
God outside the prescribed orbit 
of the established church. The 
only limit to cruelties inflicted 
was the range of imagination 
possessed by officers and/or 
priests and the technological ad- 
vance in producing instruments 
of torture. 

Church and state made a devil- 
ish team. No matter how diabolic 
the penalty, one legalized it and 
the other sanctified it. Together 
they formed an engine that com- 
pletely destroyed any possibility 
of a free conscience—a freedom 
that Madison called basic to 
them all. Thousands fled from 
England to escape the English 
state and established church. 
Other thousands fled the Roman 
Church and its confederates, the 
governments of Germany and 
France. 


These people fled because they 
were profoundly religious and 
willing to risk their lives that 
they and their children might 
have freedom of conscience. 
Knowing from their own experi- 
ence that the greatest menace to 
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that freedom was an established 
church, they determined, in this 
new world, to raise a wall of 
separation between church and 
state that could not be leveled. 
The First Amendment, now given 
state application by the Four- 
teenth Amendment, is that wall 
expressed in law. It is a definite 
and fundamental part of Ameri- 
can philosophy. 


CORROSIVE DECISIONS 


The Roman Church is deter- 
mined to destroy that philosophy. 
She has worked assiduously to 
that end down through the years. 
Her voice, direct or camouflaged, 
has reached the people through 
every possible medium. Answer- 
ing replies have been stifled or 
muted. State by state, legislative 
act by legislative act, court de- 
cision by court decision she has 
waged her war. That she is being 
successful is acknowledged by a 
jurist from the highest court in 
the land. After the Supreme 
Court, while upholding’ the 
church in the Everson case, had 
unanimously agreed that a wall 
of separation had been raised, 
Justice Rutledge expressed these 
solemn words: 

“Neither so high nor so im- 
pregnable today as yesterday is 
the wall raised between church 
and state by Virginia’s great 
statute of religious freedom and 
the first amendment now made 
applicable to all the states by the 
fourteenth. New Jersey’s statute 
sustained is the first, if indeed it 
is not the second, breach to be 
made by this court’s action. That 
a third and a fourth and still 
others will be attempted we may 
be sure... Thus with time the 
most solid freedom steadily gives 
way before continuing corrosive 
decision.” 

A more recent episode was the 
McCarthy-Matthews blast at the 
Protestant ministers. Some saw 
in it only the irresponsible effort 
of two crackpots. Others believed 
they detected an initial step 
toward discrediting Protestant 
ministers and destroying their 
influence. Apparently for this 
time it has backfired. It will be 
well to watch for other and more 
subtle attempts. 
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VICTOR OR VANQUISHED? 


What we have described here 
is a genuine Kulturkampf, a 
battle between two opposite and 
irreconcilable philosophies of life 
—authoritarianism and democ- 
racy. The authoritarian leaders 
are able, alert and unyielding. 
They know precisely what they 
want. They need have no scru- 
ples, for the cause sanctifies the 
means. “Error” has no rights. 
Their chief difficulties are: a) the 
wall between them and the feder- 
al treasury, and b) the fact that 
most of their children attend the 
public schools. (A public school 
product is always more likely to 
be American than Roman—more 
democratic than authoritarian.) 
When and if these difficulties are 
removed, the possibility of 
achieving their ends will im- 
prove tremendously. 

Many honest and sincere lead- 
ers see this situation as a tem- 
porary and passing skirmish. 
They are deceiving themselves. 
This is a full-blown war. What 
is happening here is part of a 
world struggle. Either the prin- 
ciples of the Renaissance, the 
Reformation, the English- 
American Political Revolution— 
that is, freedom as a complete 
way of life—will become the pat- 
tern for the whole world, or these 
principles will die everywhere. 
America is the key to the situa- 
tion. If we hold our ground and 
become free in all our reaches, 
then, though the world battle 
may last longer, the final outcome 
is sure. But if we prove recreant, 
uncertain, wobbly, and finally 
give way to the forces of authori- 
tarianism, we will imperil the 
freedom of the whole world. 


In the American struggle the 
communicants of the Roman 
Church are going to become 
aware of a fact already recog- 
nized in Roman Catholic coun- 
tries. There are two well defined 
parties in their church: the cleri- 
cal party which holds that the 
church is by right an authori- 
tarian, totalitarian institution, 
supreme and unchallengeable in 
every aspect of life, political, 
religious, social or any other; 
and the non- or anti-clerical 
party, which would limit church 


‘powers to the religious field only, ; 


Almost all non-Catholics are 
friendly to this second position, 
Unfortunately, the hierarchy ag 
a group the world over insists 
upon the clerical viewpoint. 

Non-Catholics, on the other 
hand, and particularly in Ameri- 
ca, must learii quickly that there 
is this division in the Roman 
Church, and therefore in the 
fight for freedom the contest will 
not be non-Catholic versus Catho- 
lic, but those who believe ip 
freedom against those who do 
not. 

In this fight we Americans are 
the last, best hope of earth. The 
wall of American liberties igs 
neither as high nor as impreg- 
nable today as it was yesterday. 
We need to take alarm at the 
first experiment on our liberties. 
We see a principle at work. We 
know the consequence of that 
principle. We can avoid the con- 
sequences only by denying the 
principle. 


What the Priest Said 


(Continued from page 19) 


down, for after his conversion he 
had no more desire for smoking. 
This made the priest angry, 
since the two used to sit and 
smoke together while they studied 
the catechism. He threw the pack 
of cigarettes down on the desk! 

After we had told him of our 
conversion to Christ, he began 
questioning me about my de 
votion to Mary. When he realized 
that she no longer had my de 
votion, he began to tell me I was 
possessed with the devil. He was 
an elderly man, and I had always 
had a great deal of respect for 
him, but in his anger he said 
many things contrary to God’s 
Word. 

Finally, unable to take any 
more and nearly in tears, I said, 
“Father, we didn’t come here to 
argue, so I think we’d better 
leave.” 

As he opened the door, he said 
to me, “When you’re on your 
deathbed, don’t call on Mary.” 

I quoted I Timothy 2:5 (“For 
there is one... mediator ..., 
Christ Jesus”), which was one 
of the very few verses I knew, 
and told him I wouldn’t need 
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Mary, for I had Christ. At that 
point, I ran out into the night, 
leaving my husband still talking 
with him. 

When my husband finally 
caught up with me, he told me 
something the priest said to him 
which I’ll never forget. He asked 
my husband to pray for him! 

I truly believe that priest knew 
that all we had said was right, 
but being tied to the Roman 
Church for so long, he felt he 
couldn’t sever his connections. He 
had a beautiful home and drove 
an expensive Cadillac. 

With so much in our hearts to 
be thankful for, my husband and 
I want to do what we can to help 
other benighted Roman Catholics. 
There are many, including 
priests, who need an understand- 
ing hand stretched out, an open 
Bible spread before them, and 
words of enlightenment and hope 
—all undergirded with prayer— 
in order to come out of darkness 
and take their stand for Christ. 

He died for Roman Catholics 
too. 


What Is a Christian? 


(Continued from page 12) 


not have attended church for 
years; you may have even gone 
into the depths of disgraceful 
evil, but as that wonderful word 
of Jesus in John 3:16 shows, you 
may have salvation and eternal 
life, for He said: “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life,” 
and then He added: “For God 
sent not His Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that 
the world through Him might be 
saved.” 

On the other hand, you may 
have lived an upright life, and 
yet may be missing the chief 
thing in life, for remember that 
it was to an upright and religious 
man that Jesus said: “Except a 
man be born again, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of God... Ye 
- be born again.” (John 3:3, 

Are you a Christian? In your 
answer before God, I plead with 
you to turn aside from man‘s 
teaching and find your answer as 
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God’s revelation directs you, for 
“As many as received Him, to 
them gave He the right to become 
children of God, even to them 
that believe on His name, who are 
born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” (John 1:12, 
13, R.V.) 


Archbishop 


(Continued from page 8) 


II. The Catholic Church there- 
fore holds that the Sacred Scrip- 
tures “being written under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
have God for their author and as 
such have been delivered to the 
Church” (the Vatican Council) 
but they cannot be rightly under- 
stood apart from the teaching 
and practice of the Church. 

The practice and teaching of 
the Church can never contradict 
the Scriptures. But they can 
draw out the full meaning of 
them and give the right interpre- 
tation. It is for this reason, for 


example, that both you and we 
keep Sunday holy and not the 
Sabbath. We rightly accept the 
word of the Church that this is 
in accordance with God’s Word. 
It would help us greatly to under- 
stand your position if you in your 
turn would tell us: 

1. How do you decide which 
writings are part of Sacred 
Scripture and which not? 

2. On what grounds do you 
hold that the Sacred Scriptures 
are divinely inspired? 

3. When conflicting interpreta- 
tions of the Sacred text are possi- 
ble (e.g., on divorce, on the mean- 
ing of the Eucharist, etc.), how 
does one decide which is the true 
one? 

Our guarantee on these matters 
is the unbroken tradition of the 
Church. What is yours? 

In the light of these principles 
I now turn to your questions. 

1. Is one “saved by grace 
through faith . . . and not of 
works... ”? 

Grace is a pure gift from God. 
It is given in Baptism and con- 
tinued throughout life. But we 
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must co-operate with that grace. 
Therefore God “will render to 


every man according to his 
deeds” (Romans 11, 6) and St. 
James says, “Ye see then that 
by works a man is justified and 
(James II, 


not by faith only” 
24). 

Faith means believing what 
God has revealed. Part of that 
revelation is that there is but 
one true Church. It was to His 
Apostles that Christ said, “Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations.” 
(Matthew XXVIII, 19) It was to 
Simon that He said, “Thou art 
Peter (rock) and upon this rock 
I will build my Church.” 
(Matthew XVI, 18) The commis- 
sion which He gave to His 
Apostles, “Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in 
Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
Heaven” (Matthew XVIII, 18) 
He gave also personally to Peter: 
“Whatsoever thou shalt bind...” 
(Matthew XVI, 19). It follows 
therefore that the true Church 
is the one to which the commis- 
sion has been given by those to 
whom Christ gave it in the first 
instance. This we hold to be the 
Catholic Church, which has pre- 
served the unbroken succession of 
pastors from Peter and _ the 
Apostles. 

Faith therefore must include 
belief in this Church as having 
the commission from Christ to 
teach all. To the second part of 
your question, then, 

“Does one’s salvation depend 
upon a satisfactory and continu- 
ing relationship with the Cath- 
olic Church?” the answer is yes, 


with the following qualifications: 
(a) it is not enough to be a 
Catholic; if a Catholic wishes to 
be saved he must live up to his 
faith; (b) non-Catholics also may 
be saved if through no fault of 
their own they do not know that 
the Catholic Church is the true 
Church and if they follow the 
light which God gives them. We 
believe that Christ died for all 
men. No one will be excluded 
from His mercy except through 
his own fault. Sincere non-Cath- 
olics are in real relationship with 
the Catholic Church inasmuch as 
they would be Catholics if they 
knew it to be God’s will. We may 
indeed call them Catholics by de- 
sire even though that desire be 
unconscious. 

I have a feeling that if we 
understood one another well on 
this point we might find that we 
are more in agreement than is 
apparent at first sight. It would 
be helpful to our understanding 
of your position if you would tell 
us now: (a) Do you believe good 
works are necessary for salva- 
tion, or is it enough for a man 
to profess faith in Christ? (b) 
Do you believe that Christ died 
for all men? If so would you 
care to explain more fully the 
21st article of the 1st Baptist 
Confession of 1646: “Jesus 
Christ by His death did purchase 
salvation for the elect that God 
gave unto Him; these only have 
interest in Him and fellowship 
with Him.” Do you believe in 
fact that a sincere Catholic can 
be saved? 

2. “By what authority did the 
Catholic Church abandon the 
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practice of immersion as the’ 
scriptural mode of baptism, and 


why baptize others than those 
who can receive and believe the 
gospel for themselves?” 


“By baptism we are born again 
of water and of the Spirit.” (John 
III, 3 and 5) The washing with 
water is both symbolic and ef- 
fective. Immersion is certainly 
the more vivid sign and was the 
general practice for centuries, 
But it was not the only method, 
It was always recognized that 
the methods of pouring or 
sprinkling were equally valid. 


Moreover since the grace of 
Baptism is a free gift of God it 
can be given to a child as well as 
to an adult. Baptism gives the 
supernatural life. It is as free a 
gift as the natural life which God 
gives to the child without any 
work on the child’s part. The 
Didache tells us of baptism with- 
out immersion, and St. Irenaeus 
of baptising infants, both in the 
2nd Century. Our Lord in John 
III, 5 says, “Unless one (Greek 
tis) be born again of water and 
the spirit he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” He does 
not specify adults. St. Peter’s 
gaoler was baptized with his 
whole household. There is no 
specification of adults. (Acts 
XVI, 33) 

3. “Revelation XXII, 19-20 
condemns anyone who adds to 
or takes away from Divine Reve- 
lation.” 


The quotation is: “If anyone 
shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy,” i.e., 
the book called the Apocalypse 
by Catholics, Revelation by Prot- 
estants. The other books of 
Sacred Scripture add consider- 
ably to Revelation. We should 
agree however that no one may 
add to or subtract from Divine 
Revelation as it is contained in 
the Scriptures and the tradition 
of the Church. But I refer you 
to my preamble above, in which 
I pointed out that the Chureh 
does not contradict Scripture 
when it draws out the implica- 
tions and the full meaning of it 
Christ promised that the gates 
of Hell would not prevail against 
His Church (Matthew XVI, 18), 
that the Holy Ghost would teach 
her all things (John XIV, 16-26) 
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and that He Himself would be 

with her all days even unto the 

end of the world (Matthew 

XXVIII,- 20). This divine as- 

sistance is a guarantee that the 

Church will never teach error. 
To your separate points: 


(1) and (2): Purgatory and 
Prayers for the Dead. 


Since in the words of the Scrip- 
tures “we are all the body of 
Christ and members” (I Cor. XII, 
27) we can help one another by 
our prayers. In this life you, I 
am sure, as well as we, pray for 
our loved ones. We hold that 
death cannot end this charity. 
Those who have gone before have 
our interests at heart and pray 
for us, and we can pray for 
them if they have not yet reached 
their final happiness in Heaven. 
By Purgatory we mean a state 
where souls suffer after death 
for a time on account of their 
sins. 

We know of its existence be- 
eause it has been the constant 
practice of the Church to pray 
for the dead. You may still read 
prayers for the dead on the 
Christian tombs in the Cata- 
combs. Those early followers of 
Christ knew that prayer for the 
damned is unavailing, prayer for 
the blessed unnecessary (both 
truths are eminently scriptural). 
The custom shows that from the 
beginning they knew of a 
“middle state” where those who 
had died as friends of Christ and 
yet with sins still to be atoned 
for, would be prepared for 
Heaven. 

It is this practice of the Church 
which helps us to understand 
such texts as “God will render 
to every man according to his 
deeds” and that “there shall no- 
wise enter into Heaven anything 
that defileth” (Revelation XXI, 
27). We are all sinners but it 
would be against the justice of 
God to deny Heaven to those 
whose sins have not involved a 
complete rejection of Him. This 
practice also helps us to under- 
stand the phrase in the second 
book of Machabees (recognized 
as canonical by the Catholic 
Church), “It is a holy and whole- 
some thought to pray for the 
dead that they may be loosed 
from their sins” (XII, 46). 
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(3) Papal Infallibility 


Peter was named the Rock on 
which the Church is built. He was 
given the power of binding and 
loosing. (Matthew XVI, 18-19) 
He was commissioned by 
Christ to feed His lambs, feed 
His sheep. (John XXI.) He was 
told by Christ to strengthen his 
brethren (Luke XXII, 32) and 
in the same place Christ guaran- 
teed that Peter’s faith would not 
fail. This commission was not 
for a moment, it was for all time. 
Christ was organizing His 
Church with a view to the whole 
of history. Therefore we hold 
that when the Pope, the success- 
or of Peter, speaks under the 
following conditions: (i.) as 


Please Remember-- 
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tion. Box 395 or 369 Carpenter Ave. 


Shepherd and Teacher of all 
Christians, (ii.) defining a doc- 
trine (i.e., giving an exact state- 
ment of it), (iii.) concerning 
faith or morals, (iv.) to be held 
by the whole Church,—he will be 
safeguarded by Christ from mak- 
ing an error. Otherwise Christ’s 
promise and commission to Peter 
would have failed. 

You will note however, I trust, 
the very strict limits within 
which this infallibility lies. For 
a Papal statement to be infallible 
all the above four conditions must 
be verified at the same time. In 
our .belief in the infallibility of 
the Pope we are careful not to go 
beyond what Christ taught or 
what the Church certainly holds. 


(4) The Immaculate Concep- 
tion means that Mary was free 
from Original Sin from the first 
moment of her existence. (Is it 
necessary for me to say that the 


doctrine must not be confused 
with the Virgin Birth of Christ?) 
She was redeemed by the merits 
of her Son. In her case Christ’s 
redemption had a unique efficacy ; 
for the honor of God made man, 
His mother was so redeemed that 
sin never touched her. We are 
freed from a stain already con- 
tracted. Christ’s grace prevented 
her from contracting the stain. 

Holy Scripture is in striking 
harmony with this doctrine at 
two points; in conflict with it in 
none. Gen. III, 15 promised the 
Redeemer but not alone. The first 
head of the race was not alone in 
the Fall. The second and greater 
Adam will not be alone in the 
victory. He is shown in company 
of a Woman; she shares Christ’s 
enmity with Satan. If the woman 
is Mary as all ancient writers as- 
sert (Mary is shown as the Sec- 
ond Eve even in the small body 
of Christian writing that remains 
to us; within the century after 
her Son’s Ascension), she must 
not be for an instant Satan’s 
prey. Even in the first instant of 
her conception she must be pre- 
served from sin. That (no more, 
no less) is the Immaculate Con- 
ception. 

The other Scriptural hint is the 
Angel’s salute. Translate kekari- 
tomene as you will, it is not used 
of any other person in the Scrip- 
tures (Luke 1, 28). We are not 
surprised that Mary’s unique 
grace should be uniquely recog- 
nized by the divine messenger. 


(5) Prayers to Mary 


Mary was mother of Christ, 
and Christ was God, therefore 
Mary has always rightly been 
styled by the Church “Mother 
of God” because she was the 
mother of God made man. Mary 
is a creature. She is therefore 
infinitely below God, but her 
prayers are certainly powerful 
with God. If “the Lord heareth 
the prayer of the righteous” and 
if “the prayer of the upright is 
His delight” (Proverbs XV, 8 
and 29), then certainly the pray- 
ers of His mother will be very 
powerful with Him. 

As I said above on the matter 
of Purgatory, death cannot end 
the charity we owe to one 
another. The Blessed in Heaven 
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can and do help us still by their 
prayers. 


(6) The Assumption of Mary 


This is a natural consequence 
of her sinlessness and of her 
divine motherhood. We believe as 
St. Paul tells us (I Cor.) that 
the just will rise to glory at the 
Last Day as Christ Himself rose 
from the dead. Mary, who was 
never under the yoke of Satan, 
is, we believe, already as we 
trust we shall one day be. Her 
Son who preserved her from sin 
preserves her from the corrup- 
tion of the body which is a 
consequence of sin. 

In all this the Church does not 
deny the Scripture but draws out 
the full implications of the ex- 
ceptional position which the 
Scripture tells us God gave to 
Mary. He chose her to be the 
mother of His Son. He did not 
even begin the work of the Re- 
demption until she had given her 
consent in the words, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 
1, 38). 

May | say here how baffling it 
is to Catholics to find that sincere 
followers of Christ, such as your- 
selves, do not in fact speak more 
often of Mary and pay more 
honor to her? We understand in- 
deed that you may not be fully 
convinced of the doctrines we 
teach concerning her but we find 
it hard to understand how your 
references to the Mother of 
Christ should so often be lacking 
in any kind of affection for her. 


(7) Statues 


I quote the words of the well- 
known Catholic Catechism which 
we teach our children: “We do 
not pray to images for they can 
neither see, hear nor help us.” 

Nevertheless we salute and 
reverence the images of our 
parents, the statues of our great 
men and the flag of our country. 
God’s prohibition of images (Ex- 
odus XX, 4) cannot mean that 
there is no place for them in 
religious observances, otherwise 
He could not have authorized the 
golden cherubim (Exodus XXV, 
18) or the brazen’ serpent 
(Numbers XXI, 9). Catholics no 
more adore the plaster or wood 
of a statue of Christ than Ameri- 
cans render homage to silk or 





cotton threads when they salulae 


Old Glory. 

May I say again how puzzling 
Catholics find it that some of our 
non-Catholic friends deny to the 
images of Christ and His mother 
the honour which they rightly 
pay to the photographs of their 
parents? 


(8) The Sale of Indulgence; 


The Catholic Church does not 
sell indulgences. Any abuse of 
the kind which may have existed 
in the past through the fault of 
individuals was a sin. Certainly 
there is no such abuse now 
tolerated in the Church today. 


OU WONDER “if the Roman 

Catholic Church ‘as it really 
is’ would not be found most per- 
fectly in those countries where 
that Church is the predominant 
religion.” 

I answer that the Church “as 
it really is” is seen in those who 
believe its teachings and put 
them into practice in their lives. 
No country or class has a mo- 
nopoly of this. You will permit 
me to suggest that it is an over- 
simplification to say that the 
Catholic Church has been “pre- 
dominant” in Italy “for many 
centuries.” The facts are that in 
Italy, Spain and many other 
countries the Church has fre 
quently had to contend over the 
last hundred and fifty years and 
longer with many governments 
that were not merely hostile to 
the Catholic Faith but hostile to 
religion of any kind. 

The whole question of the rela- 
tions between Church and State 
is one that cannot be solved by a 
simple rule of thumb. “Render 
to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God’s” is the principle 
laid down by Our Lord Himself; 
but the application of that 
principle is no very simple 
matter. The same persons are it 
the realm of Caesar and in the 
realm of the Church. The State 
is bound by the laws of God a8 
truly as an individual is. There 
are therefore, inevitably, rela 
tions between Church and State. 
The manner in which these rela- 
tions are organized will vary at- 
cording to historical circum 
stances and national tempera 
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“ment. We may thank God that 


in the United States we have 
reached a satisfactory solution. 
But it would be naive to expect 
that that solution can necessarily 
pe the ideal one in countries with 
a very different historical back- 
ground. 

It is no part of my duty to ex- 
plain or defend everything done 
by Catholics in every part of the 
world. I should not expect you 
to take responsibility for every- 
thing done by Protestants in 
every part of the world. 

You allege persecution of 
Protestants in various countries 
and mention the closing of the 
2nd Baptist Church in Madrid. 
Frankly I do not know the facts 
of that case. But I do know that 
other Protestant places of wor- 
ship are open in Madrid. Certain- 
ly any allegations of this kind 
deserve investigation, but one 
may be permitted to wonder 
whether the cause of mutual 
charity and tolerance may not 
best be served by a patient en- 
deavor to remove misunderstand- 
ings rather than by a demand 
from abroad that our American 
solution be applied in its entirety 
and at once in other countries 
where conditions are very differ- 
ent. 

May I give you a parallel? In 
our own country we have many 
thorny problems in connection 
with racial antipathies and segre- 
gation. I am sure you will agree 
that a charitable and equitable 
solution of these problems will 
best be reached if we are left to 
work them out in our own way. 
Criticism by foreigners is more 
likely to cause resentment here 
and to set back the progress 
‘of universal brotherhood rather 
than to advance it. In the same 
way we can best help the cause 
of those who may be unjustly 
suffering abroad by avoiding all 
appearance of interference with 
their internal affairs whilst doing 
all we can to advance the mutual 
understanding between Catholic 
and Protestant everywhere. 


As far as principles go, let me 
state that it is a law of the Cath- 
olic Church that no one may be 
coerced into accepting the Cath- 
olic Faith. It is no part of the 
law of the Church that anyone 
should be taxed to support a 
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religion in which he does not 
believe. 

In conclusion may I say I look 
forward to _ receiving your 
answers to the questions I have 
raised. I append a list of them for 
your convenience. I shall be 
happy to think that we have been 
able to exchange information at 
this courteous and understand- 
ing level. As you rightly remark, 
“our purposes must be the same, 
the honoring of God’s name and 
the salvation of the world.” May 
this exchange further that end. 
May Our Lord bless you and 
your brethren and (to quote St. 
Thomas More’s words to those 
who differed from him in reli- 
gion) “May we all one day be 
merry together in Heaven.” 

GERALD P. O’HARA 
Archbishop-Bishop, etc. 
28th November 1955 


Your answers to the following 
questions would help us greatly 
to understand your position. 

1. How do you decide which 
writings are part of Sacred 
Scripture and which not? 

. On what grounds do you hold 
that the Sacred Scriptures are 
divinely inspired? 

. When conflicting interpreta- 
tions of the Sacred text are 
possible (e.g., on divorce, on 
the meaning of the Eucharist, 
etc.) how does one decide 
which is the true one? 

Our guarantee on these matters 
is the unbroken tradition of the 
Church. What is yours? 

4. Do you believe good works are 
necessary for salvation, or is 
it enough for a man to pro- 
fess faith in Christ? 

5. Do you believe that Christ died 
for all men? If so would you 

(Continued on page 32) 
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question ? mark 


by Rev. Angelo Lo Vallo 


Question: Jf a Roman Catholic 
is forgiven his sins by the priest 
in the confessional box, why does 
the Roman Church teach that he 
must still suffer temporal pun- 
ishment ? 


Answer: The Roman Catholic 
Church maintains that the ab- 
solving power of the priest takes 
away only the guilt of the mortal 
sins confessed by the sinner, and 
the eternal penalty of hell. When 
the priest fulfills this aspect of 
his work, he is merely applying 
to the soul of the Roman Catho- 
lic sinner the merciful] merits 
won by Christ on Calv>- ross. 

But still the Roman Catholic 
owes a debt to Divine Justice. He 
must render full satisfaction in 
the form of temporal punish- 
ment for a certain number of 
days and years (the precise du- 
ration of which only God knows, 
according to the church) either 
in this life or in purgatory or 
both. The temporal punishment 
meted out by God may be in the 
form of sickness, trials, financial 
reverses, death in the family, 
pain, annoyance caused by in- 
sects, sorrow, and so on. 

This particular doctrine of the 
Roman Church runs counter to 
the whole tenor of Scripture. It 
means that Christ accomplished 
for us an imperfect, incomplete 
work of salvation. This is blas- 
phemy. It renders the Cross of 
Christ of none effect. It means 
that we still need to be redeemed. 

This of course dovetails neatly 
into Roman Catholic theology 
concerning the Virgin Mary, who 
has usurped virtually all the at- 
tributes and prerogatives of 
Deity, to the point of being 
considered co-redemptrix with 
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Christ. There is no scriptural 
foundation for any such teach- 
ing, since the Word of God as- 
sures us that our redemption was 
perfected “to the uttermost,” 
complete in every detail as to 
both guilt and punishment. 

“If we acknowledge our sins, 
He (Christ) is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all iniquity.” 
(I John 1:9. Roman Catholic 
New Testament.) 


Question: Why does the Ro- 
man Catholic Church classify 
sins as “mortal” or “venial’? 
What is meant by these terms? 


Answer: Theologically a mortal 
sin is defined by the Roman 
Church as any serious thought, 
word, or deed committed against 
one of the Ten Commandments 
of God or the six precepts of the 
Roman Church. A venial sin, by 
contrast, is defined as any slight 
offense against the foregoing. 

In addition, Roman Catholic 
moral theologians further stipu- 
late that a mortal sin to be “mor- 
tal’”’ must have all the following 
essential elements present at the 
same time, namely: 


1) Grave matter, i.e., the 
thought, word, or deed must be 
a serious violation of God’s law 
or the church’s precepts. 

2) Sufficient reflection, .e., 
there must be a certain amount 
of conscious intellectual judging 
or weighing of the right and 
wrong involved in the thought, 
word, or deed. 

3) Choice, 7.e., there must be 
present free and full consent of 
the will. 


If one of these essential ele- 
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ments is missing, that is, either 


grave matter, sufficient knowl. 
edge, or full consent, the sin, 
according to Roman Catholic 
moral theology, is not mortal but 
only venial. 

As for the c¢ffect on the indi. 
vidual, mortal sin brings super. 
natural death to the soul, where 
as venial sin only weakens the 
soul, disposing it toward mortal 
sin. 


Question: From my reading of 
Roman Catholic literature I have 
long since learned that masses, 
indulgences, etc., are offered for 
the deliverance of Roman Catho- 
lic souls from the torments of 
purgatory. However, I have yet 
to discover what the Roman 
Church teaches regarding the 
surplus that might accumulate 
after certain souls have been re- 
leased from purgatory. This ques- 
tion assumes of course that no 
one knows for a certainty just 
when the soul is_ sufficiently 
cleansed to leave purgatory. 


Answer: In the case of souls 
already released from purgatory, 
the Roman Catholic Church 
maintains that the masses and 
indulgences offered for these 
souls go as merits to the Spiritual 
Treasury of the Roman Church 
Moreover, according to Roman 
theology, this Spiritual Treasury 
is composed of the infinite merits 
of Christ, the superabundant 
merits of Mary, and the merits 
of the saints in heaven and the 
faithful on earth. 

The Pope of Rome is the only 
one in the Roman system who 
has the right and power to draW 
on the merits in the Spiritual 
Treasury and convert them ‘int 


plenary or partial indulgences ; 
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glics. Since the Council of Trent 
of the sixteenth century, an in- 
dulgence may be a partial or a 
plenary (full) remission (that 
js, pardon, or cancellation) of 
the temporal punishment due to 
mortal sins already confessed to 
the priest and forgiven. 

Where this Spiritual Treasury 
js, no Roman Catholic authority 
will even venture to guess. In 
fact, no thesis on the Spiritual 
Treasury of the church is offered 
or defended in Roman Catholic 
dogmatics. It is a subject which 
is merely assumed and which, 
because of the false premise of 
purgatory, has its roots in fic- 
tion. This is one topic on which 
Luther has been left unanswered 
by the Roman Church. 


Question: Could you furnish 
me with statistics which show 
what countries having a large 
Roman Catholic population are 
under Communist rule? I think 
the answer to this question would 


help disprove the repeated claim 
that the Roman Church is the 
sole enemy of Communism. 


Answer: The statistics provide 
only partial proof of Rome’s 
ability to compromise with Com- 
munism. Here is a list of Iron 
Curtain countries with a large 
Roman Catholic population: 


Czechoslovakia: 9,300,000 Ro- 
man Catholics out of a_ total 
population of 12,340,000; 

Hungary: 6,125,000 Catholics 
out of 9,500,000; 

Lithuania: 2,200,000 Catholics 
out of 3,000,000; 

Poland: 21,000,000 Catholics 
out of 25,000,000; and 

Yugoslavia: 5,000,000 Cath- 
olics out of 17,000,000. 


Question: Roman Catholics 
claim that they believe in reli- 
gious tolerance. Then why can’t 
they take an active part in 
memorial services in a non-Cath- 
olic church? 


Answer: Generally speaking, 
the memorial service is a religious 
service, in which all present are 
asked to take an active part. The 
prayers recited and the cere- 
monies performed are the exter- 
nal means whereby the end of the 
memorial service is achieved. 
This being the case, the Roman 
Church holds that it is morally 
wrong for Roman Catholics to 
associate themselves with non- 
Catholics. In other words, accord- 
ing to Roman Catholic moral 
theology, if a Roman Catholic 
takes an active part in a non- 
Catholic religious service, he 
sins mortally for the following 
reasons: 1) he openly approves 
of a heretical worship service; 
2) his tolerance of such a reli- 
gious service implies that one 
religion is as good as another; 
and 3) he is the cause of scandal 
to his own Roman Catholic 
friends. On this and other related 
questions, the official attitude of 
the Roman Church is known as 
doctrinal intolerance. 
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From time to time readers send us 
copies of letters written to and 
received from State and Federal 
Government officials on subjects 
featured in the “Converted Cath- 
olic” magazine. Of those that were 
recently received, the following 
were adjudged of sufficient interest 
to warrant a wider audience. 


Appreciation for 
Information 


Dear friend Lasley: 

Thank you for your thoughtful- 
ness in sending me the clipping 
[on the Roman Church] from the 
Methodist Christian Advocate. 

I have read this with a great 
deal of interest and am glad to 
have it for my files. 

HERMAN E. TALMADGE 


United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 


Is the Vatican 
a Foreign Power? 


Dear Mr. Young: 


Thank you for your recent 
card informing me of your views 
concerning the awarding of the 
Ecclesiastical Order of St. 
Gregory the Great to Representa- 
tives John W. McCormack of 
Massachusetts and John J. 
Rooney of New York. In the 
newspaper story which you en- 
closed, Mr. Glenn L. Archer, 
executive director of Protestants 
and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, 
is quoted as having telegraphed 
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OPEN 
FORUM 


President Eisenhower: “Would 
not approval of this act recog- 
nize the Vatican as a foreign 
power?” I have asked the Depart- 
ment of State to comment on this 
question, and thought that you 
would be interested in seeing the 
answer which I received. 

RICHARD L. NEUBERGER 


United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Senator Neuberger: 


In your letter of July 25, 1957, 
you inquire whether or not the 
Department would regard as 
recognition of the Vatican as a 
foreign power the enactment of 
a law granting consent to a 
Congressman to accept a decora- 
tion offered by the Vatican. 

As you are doubtlessly aware, 
Congress has from time to time 
referred to the State of the Vati- 
can City, as in the Act of July 
22, 1938, 52 Stat. 1163, and the 
Act of July 3, 1956 (Public Law 
656, 84th Congress, Second Ses- 
sion). Such references, in the 
opinion of the Department, con- 
stitute no more than a recogni- 
tion by Congress of the fact that 
the State of the Vatican City 
exists as an international entity, 
a fact recognized by most au- 
thorities on international law. 
(See Hyde, International Law 
Chiefly as Interpreted and Ap- 
plied by the United States, Vol. I, 
p. 26; Oppenheim’s International 
Law, Lauterpacht, Vol. I, 7th Ed., 
p. 232.) Such recognition by Con- 
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Views and opinions expressed in thy 
department do not necessarily repy, 
sent the view-point of this Magazin 


oe —______ 


gress, however, does not, in the 
opinion of the Department, con. 
stitute formal recognition of the 
State of the Vatican City or af 
its Government. Such recognition 
is agreed by all authorities to he 
a matter primarily and essential. 
ly of intention. The intention t 
recognize another government 
may be express or implied. Ex 
press recognition usually take 
the form of a notification o 
declaration clearly announcing 
the intention of recognition, such 
as a note addressed to the state or 
government which has requested 
recognition. No such action has 
ever been taken by the Unite 
States. Since recognition is a 
matter of intention and im 
portant legal consequences follow 
therefrom, it is not to be implied 
except from acts of an unequivo- 
cal character, such as to leave no 
doubt as to the intention of the 
state performing the act to recog- 
nize the other government official 
ly. Lauterpacht states that the 
only legitimate occasions for im 
plying recognition are: (a) con 
clusion of a bilateral treaty such 
as a treaty of friendship, com 
merce, and navigation, regulating 
comprehensively the relations 
between the two states; (b) 
the formal initiation of dip 
lomatic relations; and (¢ 
probably, the issue of a consular 
exequatur (Oppenheim’s Intern 
tional Law, Vol. I, 7th Ed. B 
143). None of these actions has 
ever been taken by the United 


States with respect to the Vattl 


can City. 
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type of legislation to which you 
referred in your letter authoriz- 
ing members of Congress to 
accept decorations from the Vati- 
can, the most that the Depart- 
ment considers can be inferred 
from this kind of legislation is 
that the Congress of the United 
States recognizes the fact that 
Vatican City is a sovereign state. 
If your letter has reference to the 
recently approved Act of July 10, 
1957, authorizing certain mem- 
bers of Congress to accept and 
wear the award of the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Order of Saint Gregory the 
Great, the Department notes that 
this legislation does not contain 
a reference to the State of the 
Vatican City. 
JOHN S&S. 


Actin 
for 


HOGHLAND, II 
Assistant Secretary 
ongressional Relations 


Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 


Appropriations to 
the Philippines 


Dear Mr. Lasley: 


This is to acknowledge your 
letter of recent date regarding 
monies appropriated that would 
give some relief to the Philip- 
pine Islands, and other matters, 
which you fear would give help 
to the Roman Catholic Church. I 
am glad to have your letter. 

Let me hasten to assure you 
that I believe strongly in the 
separation of Church and State. 
Certainly I would oppose any 
measure that I thought would 
lead to Roman Catholic control 
of our government or would in 
any way impair the sacred prin- 
ciple of separation of Church and 
State. 

You realize, I am sure, how 
great is the danger of Com- 
munism and how imperative it 
is that we try to prevent its sub- 
jugation of non-Communist 
countries, particularly those 
friendly to us. The Philippine 
Islands make up such a country. 
They are perhaps the most loyal 
friends of America in the Far 
East, and they have certainly 
evidenced a strong desire to re- 
main free of Communist subjuga- 
tion. Catholicism is not an official 
state religion. Other faiths have 
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freedom of worship and, while I 
do not doubt that some of the 
government officials are Catholic, 
I believe the facts would show 
that some of them are also 
Protestants. In any event, the 
practice in the government there 
is separation of Church and 
State, the same as in our own 
country. 

You may be sure of my con- 
tinued insistence that no action 
be taken that I think would lead 
to domination of our government 
by the Roman Catholic Church. 


JOHN SPARKMAN 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 


Religious 
Proclamations 


Dear Mr. Lasley: 


Thank you very much for your 
letter received today, and the en- 
closed brochures pertaining to 
the Catholic Church. 

It has always been my policy 
not to issue any proclamation 
pertaining to the various reli- 
gions; however, due to a slip-up 
in my office one of the secretaries 
issued a proclamation pertaining 
to Judaism. 

This proclamation so honoring 
Jews was issued about two weeks 
after I declined to issue the 
Knights of Columbus Day proc- 
lamation when a group of these 
people called on me for same. 

After the Jewish proclamation 
was issued I then thought that 
in fairness to all, I should go 
ahead this one time with the 
Knights of Columbus proclama- 
tion. I assure you this will be my 
last one. 


JAMES E. FoLsoM 
Governor 
State of Alabama 


Mutually Exclusive 


Gentlemen: 


In reference to the letter from 
Howard S. McIntire of Sacra- 
mento, California, I am now 
supposed to be convinced that 
George Washington was not a 
Roman Catholic—not because he 
took exception to Roman Cath- 
olic doctrines on the basis of Holy 
Writ, but because he was such 
an outstanding Mason. The tone 
of the article was, “How could he 


be a Roman Catholic when he was 
such an outstanding Mason?” The 
inference is that the two are 
extreme opposites. 

I never thought George Wash- 
ington was a Roman Catholic. 
Therefore I am not greatly con- 
cerned with tHe effort of Mr. Mc- 
Intire to try to prove that he was 
ae 

ERLING H. PETERSON, pastor 
Midland Lutheran Church 
Midland, Texas 
e Reader Peterson seems to have 
missed the original point. The 
fact of the matter is that the Ro- 
man Church is trying to prove 
Washington. was a Catholic, and 
since, as far as we know, Wash- 
ington never left a record of op- 
position to Catholic doctrines “on 
the basis of Holy Writ,” the proof 
must lie elsewhere. That he was 
a Mason is just one facet of 
proof. 


An Anguished Cry 


Dear Dr. Montafio: 


The Third Assembly of the 
Lutheran World Federation met 
August 15-25 at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. The general theme 
was “Christ Frees and Unites.” 

One of the messages was 
delivered by Bishop Hanns Lilje 
of Hannover, Germany, president 
of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. He mentioned, “The Roman 
Catholic Church thus far stays 
out of the ecumenical debate. We 
want them in. We want relation- 
ships with them, not just 
polemics.” He continued, “The 
Roman Catholic Church is chang- 
rsa 

I am a pastor in our beloved 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, but 
I cannot agree with these state- 
ments of this great churchman. 

Do you believe that the Roman 
Catholic Church is changing? Is 
not the Catholic Church the same 
today as in the time of Martin 
Luther? Some of my laymen are 
bewildered. They cannot follow 
such thinking. Would you please 
inform me on these two ques- 
tions... 

Harry C. MOLSTRE, pastor 


Evangelical Lutheran Parish 
McIntosh, Minnesota 


© See editorial, “If Luther Came 
to Minneapolis.” 
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Roman Catholies and 
the Sanctity of Marriage 


Rev. Raymond J. Neufeld, in 
“The Question Box”: “Q. Can a 
Catholic man who has been married 
to a non-Catholic in a civil ceremony 
and never married by a priest, get 
a divorce even though they have 
children? Can this man marry again 
in the Catholic Church to a Catholic 
girl? 

“A, The answer to both questions 
is yes. Since a Catholic cannot enter 
into a valid marriage excepting be- 
fore a priest, this man did not con- 
tract a valid marriage in the first 
instance. Even though there are chil- 
dren of this union, the civil effects 
of this union can be terminated by 
a divorce. Just provision, however, 
would have to be made for the chil- 
dren. Since a Catholic thus divorced 
is not impeded by a former valid 
marriage, he may marry a Catholic 
girl before a priest provided, of 
course, that there are no other im- 
pediments.” (The Tablet, July 27, 
1957) 


“Paper” Marriage 


Aloysius McDonough, C.P.: 
“(Question:] Aside from persevering 
in prayer, what should we do about 
our son who has married a non- 
Christian before a non-Catholic min- 
ister? 

“TAnswer:] No wonder that you 
are bewildered at the action and at- 
titude of your son, in view of his 
ideal Catholic background. However, 
this case is typical of thousands of 
young men and women who succumb 
to the environment of non-sectarian, 
so-called neutral colleges. When an 
educational atmosphere is, at best, 
religiously indifferent, it is bound 
to foster at least an unmoral con- 
science, if not out and out pagan 
immorality. A person’s conscience is 
unmoral when he has lost all sense 
of religious values. Logically, your 
son retorts that parents have no 
right to think that there is ‘only 
one right way.’ You and he no longer 
speak the same language. 

“It is possible to rectify this in- 
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valid marriage, by way of a dispen- 
sation for a mixed marriage before 
a priest. But this arrangement would 
presuppose the sincere willingness of 
both parties to educate all offspring 
as Catholics. Under the circum- 
stances, their sincerity would be 
questionable. And once a valid mar- 
riage bond has been forged, it cannot 
be broken. Hence, we advise that all 
concerned hasten slowly. Infatuation 
is blind. Your son may regain his 
moral vision, and you may all thank 
God that the present ‘paper’ mar- 
riage can be erased by civil divorce.” 
(The Sign, September, 1956) 


Horrible Example 


Rev. Robert E. Kekeisen, in his 
column “Ask and Learn”: “[Ques- 
tion:] I am a Catholic; my husband 
is a non-Catholic. A very good man, 
he has never interfered in my at- 
tending Mass or the Catholic edu- 
cation of our children. He never 
drinks and cannot see why we ‘be- 
lieve in drinking.’ One horrible ex- 
ample is a Catholic neighbor who 
gets drunk, beats his wife, and runs 
around with other women; but would 
never miss Mass. This inconsistency 
bothers my husband—and me too. 
How can I explain? 

“{Answer:] The theological expla- 
nation, of course, is simple. The drink- 
ing of alcoholic beverages is not in 
itself sinful, but it becomes mortally 
sinful if the intoxication (such as 
voluntary excess in strong drink for 
pleasure) takes away the use of 
reason, so that the person is inca- 
pable of knowing the difference be- 
tween good and evil, etc. It is venially 
sinful if the mind is disturbed but 
the person is still able to distinguish 
good from evil (or has the use of 
reason). Any sin to be mortal must 
involve grave matter, sufficient re- 
flection, and full consent of the 
Wa Sis 

“It is not reasonable to expect the 
man to miss Mass because he seems 
to be a serious sinner. He needs the 
Mass. 

“It is easy to offer theological ar- 
guments to non-Catholics who are 


scandalized by the evil life of s 
Catholics. It is most difficult to 
plain away the effect of bad exg 
ple.” (The Register, Sept. 1. 19 


The Stigma of an 
Invalid Marriage 


The Editors of The Liguo 
“fQuestion:] Your article in 
March Liguorian, on ‘How to 
toward Invalidly Married Catholi 
was most complete, yet it left j 
with a doubt about something 7 
husband and I did a few months 
A member of my husband’s fig 
Catholic, young, divorced, 
through a wedding ceremony 
a Protestant girl before a Prot 
ant minister in her mother’s he 
My husband felt that because of 
business association with the you 
man, it was necessary for us to 
tend. Accordingly we went to 
out-of-town ceremony, stayed for ¢ 
‘wedding’ breakfast, and gave 
couple an expensive gift. Did we 
wrong, and if so, have I been | 
ceiving the sacraments unworth 
since that time? : 

“fAnswer:] Objectively it 
wrong for you and your husband 
attend the invalid wedding ceremo 
and the breakfast, and to give 
present to the couple. I doubt # 
you committed a formal mortal 
because of your ignorance of 
fact that by doing these things ¥ 
were practically wishing the ye 
Catholic well in his sinful life 
was just because so many Catho 
do not realize the harm they do’ 
attending such ‘weddings’ that 
article was written. We hope it 
be quoted widely.” (The Liguori 
May, 1957) 


Archbishop 


(Continued from page 27) 


care to explain more fully 1 
21st article of the 1st Bap 


Confession of 1646: “Je 
Christ by His death did p 
chase salvation for the 4 
that God gave unto Him; 
only have interest in Him 
fellowship with Him.” Do 
believe in fact that a sine 
Catholic can be saved? 
. Why are your references 
the Mother of Christ so of 
lacking in any kind of aff 
tion for her? ' 
. Do you deny to the images 
Christ and His mother ~ 
honor which you rightly } 
to the photograghs of 
parents? 
(to be continued) 
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